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Memoirs of Rev. Cotton Mather 
Smith, late of Sharon, Conn. 


HE Reverend Cotton Ma- 
ther Smith was born at 
Sufield, 16th October, 1751.— 
His father, Samuel Smith, was 
grandson of the Rev. Henry 
Smith, who came from England 
an ordained minister of the gos- 
pel, and was installed the first 
pastor of the church in Weth- 
ersficld, in 16386. His mother 
was grand daughter of the Rev. 
Increase Mather, president of 
_ Harvard College,a distinguished 
father of the New England 
churches, and whose son the 
Rev. Dr. Cotton Mather was 
alike an ornament to the evan- 
gelical ministry, and to the re- 
public of letters. The subject 
of this memoir was named af- 
ter the celebrated divine last 
Mentioned, and was early de- 
Signed by his pious mother ‘for 
the same sacred employ ment.— 
he never attained the celebrity 
of his ancestors, he was at least 
hot an unworthy descendant. If 
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grees of the university, so libe- 
rally bestowed at the present 
day, he was nevertheless, as we 
trust, a faithful minister of the 
New Testament. His eulogy 
is derived from less equivocal 
evidence than an honorary di- 
ploma, namely, from the heart- 
felt testimony of achurch and 
people to whom he broke the 
bread of life for more than halfa 
century. 

At college Mr. Smith was 
distinguished for sprightliness of 
genius, uncommon agility of 
body, and a truly amiable disposi- 
tion. He graduated at Yale, in 
1751. His Latin exercises, and 
various effusions in prose and 
verse, which are still preserved, 
evince that his time was not 
misemployed, and that he de- 
served the character he acqui- 
red, of a respectable scholar.— 
From college Mr. Smith went 
to reside at Hatfield ( Mass. ) 
where his mind became serious- 
ly impressed, and after making 
a public profession of our holy 
religion, he immediately entered 


upon the study of divinity with 
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the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge of 
thattown. Whilst pursuing his 
theological studies, he was 
strongly solicited, and at length 
consented, to take charge of a 
school which had been recently 
established amongst the Fadians 
at Stockbridge. In this novel 
and dificult siiuation, Mr. Smith 
acquitted himself beyond his 
own hopes, and to the entire 
satisfaction of those who em- 
ployed him. He at once ingra- 
tiated himself with the savages, 
by mingling in their athletic 
sports, and exhibiting feats of 
bodily activity that served not 
less to excite their astonishment 
than to establish his ascendency 
over them. They soon yielded 
him implicit obedience. He 
was indefatigable tn his exer- 
tions, became a proficient in 
their language, and by his zeal- 
ous efforts to blend religious in- 
struction with the elements of 
human knowledge, accomplish- 
ed as much for their improve- 
ment and eventual reformation, 
as could well be effected within 
the same period upon minds so 
unpromising. Having comple- 
ted the term for which he enga- 


_ ged, Mr. Smith returned to Hat- 


field, resumed his studies, and 
was examied for the ministry in 
1755. He had preached two 
years as a candidate when he 
accepted the call of the church 


and congregation in Sharon, f 


(Conn.) and was ordained their 
pastor, August 28,1755. He 
soon after married the second 
daughter of the Rev. William 
Worthington, of Saybrook ; a 
woman of singular accomplish- 
ments and eminently calculated 
for that truly delicate station, 
the wife of a country clergy- 
man. By her Mr. Smith had 
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six children, two only of whom 
survive him. 
In the common round of pase 
}toval duties, arduous as it yp. 
doubtedly is, there is a uniform. 
ity which furnishes but few ip. 
| cidents worthy of particular no- 
tice. Mr. Smith, however, en- 
| countered trials which, a refer. 
ence to his diary would show, 
were of no ordinary kind. These 
it isnot the design of the writer 
‘toenumerate. Let it be merely 
observed that he found a people 
divided in sentiment, extreme- 
ly loose in their moral habits, 
and scattered over a parish nine. 
miles in length, and seven in 
breadth. They had been over- 
run by schismatics, who had left 
traces of heresy In almost all 
its forms, and the minds of no 
inconsiderable number had been 
poisoned by a clubvof professed 
infidels in a neighboring provice. 
For a situation, attended with 
such peculiar embarrassments, 
few men were ever better quall- 
fied. Mr. Smith was not only 
‘© a scribe well instructed” in the 
ereat doctrines of the Christian 
religion, he also exemplified its 
duties in his life. ‘To great pru- 
dence and circumspection of 
conduct and a just sense of the 
dignity of his ministerial charac- 
ter, he added a demeanor high- 
ly courteous and conciliating— 
Whilst, therefore, “ by a matl 
* festation of the truth he com- 
“ mended himself toevery man’s 
‘ conscience,” by his gentle and 
affable deportment he won It 
resistibly the favorable regard, 
even of his most bitter opp” 
Ments. He visited at short 1 


tervals every part of his society; 
was “instant in season and out 
of season,” and with his valr 
ous and useful talents, havS 
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also acquired a considerable 
knowledge in the healing art, 
he was frequently enabled in his 
parochial visits to combine med- | 
ical aid with the consolations of 
religion. His characteristic at- 
tention to the sick and afflicted 
of his flock was strikingly 
manifested at the time the small- | 
pox raged with uncommon Vi0- | 
lence throughout the town.—/ 
Within the space of two months 
nearly seven hundred were sub-- 
jects of the disease. It was in 
the midst of a severe winter. — 
Nurses could not be obtained.— 
The pastor, at this inclement 
season, was almost unceasingly 
employed in relieving and com- 
forting the sufferers ; insomuch 
that he never put off his clothes 
to rest, for nineteen successive | 
days and nights. 

But the spiritual welfare of his 
people was the chief object of 
his solicitude. That spirit of 
licentiousness which existed 
amongst them at the period of 
his settlement, and which dis- 
covered itself in gambling, tav- 
ern-haunting, and their concom- 
itant vices. filled him with the 
deepest anguish. Not confin- 
ing himself to general animad- 
versions from the desk, he de- 
scended to private and personal 
admonitions ; even entered at 
the midnight-hour the haunts of 
dissipation, and adding. to the 
authority of a teacher, the en- 
treaties of a friend, dispersed at 
once the guilty associates. This 
Was done so prudently as never 
many one instance to give of- 
“nee, and so effectually as to 
see om the satisfaction long 
of helen vee of his ministry, 
ed imate’ US parish exceed- 

Y None for love of order and 
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3 : 
habits of sobriety. By attentions | 


like these, by unwearied dili- 
gence in his pastoral functions, 
by his fervent piety untainted 
with bigotry or enthusiasm, and 
by his peculiar talent at display- 
ing the ease and cheerfulness of 
a companion without losing 
sight fora moment of the so- 
lemnity of his official station, it 
is not strange he should guin the 
confidence and secure the sin- 
cere and lasting attachment of 
his people. 

Mr. Smith was the early and 
decided friend of his country in 
her struggle for independence. 
Having received the appoint- 
ment of chaplain to the northern 
army, he cheerfully teft his 
family and flock, and served in 
the memorable campaign of 
1775. The hardships and pri- 
vations he endured proved too 
great for even his vigorous con- 
stitution. He was attacked by 
a putrid fever, which brought 
him near the grave; and from 
the effects of which, he never 
wholly recovered. His import- 
ant services durihg that trying 
season, will be remembered by 
those of his survivors who were 
then the partners of his toils.— 
They consisted in not merely 
denouncing the vices of a camp, 
and exhorting to the love and 
practice of piety, but also in 
comforting the sick, animating 
the disheartened, and enforcing 
the necessity of strict discipline 
and military subordination. So 
eminently useful did Mr. Smith 
render himself in these respects, 
that he attracted the particular 
notice of the commander in 
chief,* who from that time for- 
ward entertained for him a cor- 
dial and unreserved friendship, 


a 


* Maior General Schuyler. 
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manifested in a course of gene- 
rous and affectionate conduct, 
that terminated only with his 
life. 

Not totrace this laborious ser- 
vant of Christ through all the 
active scenes in which he was 
engaged, whether in his own 
society, ot in his missions to the 
new settlements, and other pub- 
lic appointments, it would be 
doing injustice to his memory 
not to mention the essential ser- 
vices, which, in the character of 
a fieace maker, he was enabled 
to perform for the church oi 
God. Asacounsellor in difficuh 
cases of discipline, he was highly 
distinguished. Sv singular was 
his address in composing differ- 
ences in societies, and in restor- 
ing harmony tocontending breth- 
ren, that his assistance on such 
occasions was eagerly sought by 
all the neighboring churches. 
and even by those at a great dis- 
tance. And here perhaps it is 
no more than an act of common 
\ justice to our Presbyterian breth- 
lh vem ie : ren to add, that near the close 
a a of his life, Mr. Smith declared, 
By as the result .of long experience, 





ABBY fie : his decided preference for the 
Lal " f Presbyterian form of church- 
| it A i ; government, and expressed his 
i t ° i ardent desire that it might be 

a i embraced by all the congrega- 

Tae ah Age tional churches in New England. 

Hy yt | An opinion thus deliberately of- 

i Ay: I fered by one so extensively con- 


oa ae versant In ecclesiastical affairs, 
Rivne and on a subject with which 
the prosperity of Zion is so in- 
timately connected, the writer 
devoutly hopes will be seriously 
considered by all those “ who 
“love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
** sincerity.” 

In the relations of private life, 
Mr, Smith shone with peculiar 
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lustre. A cheerful disposition, 
sweetness of temper and great 
tenderness of heart, accompa 
nied by divine grace, made him 
all that could be desired in the 
offices of husband, parent, and 
friend. In him literally, « the 
“ fatherless found a helper.”— 
Besides the necessary care of 
his own family, he had the prin. 
cipal charge of eighteen orphan 
children, in the course of his 


active and useful life, and not 


unfrequently have ten of this 
description been seen at atime 
round his charitable board— 
Whilst thus alive to the mise: 
ries of others, he bore his own 
grievous @nd multiplied affiic- 
tions with exemplary patience. 
Having buried several children 
he sustained in the year 1800, 
an irreparable loss in the sudden 
death of his excellent wife, when 
on a visit to her daughter in Al- 
bany. This severe and unex: 
pected stroke was received with 
all the sensibility of the man, 
mingled with the pious resigna 
tion of the Christian. But $0 
necessary to his comfort was the 
habitual tenderness of his aflece 
tionate companion, that alter her 
death,. although his cheerfulness 
never forsook him, his health 
nevertheless visibly declined— 
Perceiving at length his inability 
to discharge hjs pastoral duues 
in a manner satisfactory to him 
self, he requested of his sociely 
a colleague in the ministry. The 
request was readily granted, and 
in the year 1804, he had the hap- 
piness to “ cast his mantle” up’ 
on “one of the sons of the 
“ prophets” not less beloved by 
himself than acceptable to bis 
people. For this * precious @ 
“cension gift,” as the aged pa” 
tor himself styled it, he failed 0" 
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wrthe remainder of his life to. 
fer his daily and fervent thanks 
o the great Head of the church. 

In the year 1805, a period of 
fifty years having elapsed since 
his ordination, Mr. S. preached 
his half-century sermon to a nu- 
merous and deeply affected au- 
dience, from Luke li. 29, 30. 
« Lord, now lettest thou thy ser- 
‘vant depart in peace according 
‘tothy word, for mine eyes have 
+ seen thy salvation.” 

It has been the lot of few cler- 
eymen to preach on such an 
occasion. Few occasions it is 
believed, are calculated to awa- 
ken in others a more feeling re- 
gard. An aged ministerof Christ 
thus calmly reviewing‘ the labors 
of fifty years, and entering, (so 
to speak,) into a solemn reckon- | 
ing with his people, was in truth 
a spectacle which mere men of 
the world could not behold with 
indifference, but which to the 
pious observer was unspeakably 
interesting. Nor was the scene 
rendered less impressive by the 
circumstance that few, very few 
of those who were present at his 
ordination, were allowed “ by 
reason of death,” to witness this 
affecting transaction. Some ex- 
tracts from the sermon, were not 
this article already too. far ex- 
tended, would doubtless gratify 
the reader, As the entire per- 
formance may shortly be given 
to the public let it suffice for the 
Present merely to observe, that 
the preacher in the course of his 
ministry had delivered upwards 
: four thousand public discour- 
‘ 85 and more than fifteen hun- 
red at funerals. and other spe- 
clal occasions, 
rena Heit preached his last 

and administered the 





£ 
acrament of the Lord’s supper 





for the last time, on the first 
sabbath in January, A. D. 1896. 
A disorder with which he had 
been for some time efflicted, and 
which on its first appearance he 
considered as fatal, had now dis- 
abled him from a farther attend- 
ance at the altar. He however 
continued in a lingering state for 
several months; viewing the 
gradual and certain approach of 
death Without dismay; bearing 
the reiterated attacks of a most 
excruciating disease not only 
without a murmur, but in a spi- 
rit of humble submission to the 
divine disposal, and employing 
his intervals of ease partly in so- 
cial, solemn, and interesting con- 
versations with his friends, but 
principally in adiligent perusal of 
the holy scriptures. The sacred 
volume had occupied through 
life much of his time and atten- 
tion, it was now his only “ study 
and delight.” He seized the 
occasion which a short. respite 
from pain afforded him. two days 
before his death to offer his dy- 
ing tesumony tothe truth of the 
Holy Oracles. After recapitu- 
lating and briefly enforcing the 
essential doctrines of the gospel, 
he concluded with the following 
remarkable words :-—“ ‘hese 
‘things I have preached to oth- 
‘ers, and these things I myself 
‘ believe as fully as that the Bi- 
‘ble is the word of God; and 
‘this I believe as fully as that 
‘the Son of God was made ma- 
‘nifest in the flesh; and this I 
* believe as fully as that God go- 
‘verns the world; and this I 
‘ believe as fully as I belicve in 
‘my own present existence and 
‘ approaching dissolution. Lord, 
‘help mine unbelief!” From 
that time few words escaped 
him ; for although relieved from 
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pain and in the clear possession 
of his reason, his power of utte- 
rance seemed to have failed ; 
still to an appropriate prayer 
made by his colleague just be- 
fore his decease he added, * A- 
men,” in an audible and empha- 
tic manner. Remaining thus In 
an apparently tranquil state o! 
body and mind until the morn- 
iny of the 27'h November, 1806 
he expired without a strugyie. 
in the seventy-sixth year of his 
are and fifty-second of his min- 
istry. 

Mr. Smith was an engaging 
‘and persuasive preacher. A 
comely person, pleasant voice. 
and graceful manner 5 a strong 
discriminating mind well stored 
with sound and practical learn- 
ing, and a heart expanded with 
Jove to God and man, united to 
render him a popular and suc- 
cessful champion of the truth. 
That he was a disciple of the 
Calvinistic school, is evident as 
well from several of his occa- 
sional sermons already publish- 
ed, as from the uniform tenor of 
his public ministrations. Those 
doctrines of the gospel which 
the spiritual fathers of New 
England stedfastly maintained. 
but which are the subject of so 
much petulent cavil at the pre- 
sent day ; those doctrines which 
to the nominal Christian are & « 
*stumbling block,” and to the 
open enemies of the cross * fool- 
¢ ishness,” but which to the be- 
liever are the “wisdom of God 
‘and the power of God,” found 
in him an active and faithful ad- 
vocate—To his excellence: in 
private life, let those attest who 
have enjoyed his society, or par- 
lcipated in his extensive benev- 
olence. If a rare combination 
ef useful talents long and stea- 
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dily devoted to the interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, wilj 
form a title to the, distinction, jt 
cannot be deemed presumptuous 
lo assign to this excellent man, 
a conspicuous place in the bright 
catalogue of worthies, who have 
edified and adorned the churches 
of New England. 


On Christian good works, 


Mr. Eprtor, 
pe this paper it is proposed to 


make some remarks on the 
necessity and use of Christian 
good works, ‘The phrase good 
works, on moral and _ religious 
subjects is used in different 
senses, sometimes with a more 
limited, and at others a larger 
meaning. Itis sometimes li- 
mited to external actions, and 
that which is visible in a person’s 
external conduct, without re: 
card tothe moraltate of bis 
heart, or the motives from which 
he acts. Inthe limited mean- 
ing of the phrase, it is possible 
for those, whose hearts are the 
worst, to perform some good 
works : they may do things 
which are commendable and 
beneficial to others and to them- 
selves; they may be just in 
their dealings, feed the hungry; 
and attend on the visible wor 
ship of God, while their hearts 
are under the reigning power of 
sin, and the motives from which 
they act are wholly wrong— 
Good works, in this limited 
sense, are no certain evidence of 
our being accepted by God or of 
final salvation, and there is 10 
propriety in calling them Chris 
tian good ‘works. Such works 
may be useful for worldly pu 
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poses, they may be overruled 
by a wise Providence for the 
advantage of mankind, and de- 
ceive other people concernin: 
the state of our hearts. Even 
the persons, in whom they are 
found, not understanding the na- 
ture of Christian holiness, may 
be deceived by them cencerning 
the safety of their own condi- 
tion : After all they are no con- 
clusive evidence of a pardon 
from the Lord, or of any prepa- 
ration for the holy and glorious 
life of the suints. 

The phrase good works, is 
most properly used with a lar- 
ger.meaning, and includes both 
external actions and duties, and 
the tight temper and motives 
from which they proceed. It 
comprehends ali duuies whether 
external or internal; allthoughts, 
words and actions towards either 
God or men, which are com- 
manded in the divine law: These 
must be performed from a pure 
heart, and faith unfeigned, with a 
regard to the glory of God. 
Right works, proceeding from 
ught motives, are both useful 
and necessary for salvation. 

In the holy scriptures, the 
Word works is generally used 
‘cording to the most extensive 
definition, and to contract its 
meaning in our religious dis- 
Courses, to external actions, with- 


out regard to the motives frem | 


Which they proceed and the end 
Proposed, is attended with dan- 
sous consequences. It lowers 
the tule of obedience which God 
ath given to men, and exposes 
ihose Persons to be awfully de- 
“ved in their own state, who 
ee things that are exter- 
i ‘cok and commenduble, 
al - olives which will 

the divine scrutiny. 
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That the word works, in the ho- 
iy scriptures, is generally to be 
understood in the larger of the 
f ‘wo Senses that have been men- 
| tioned, will be evident by exas 
Fmiming the places where it oc- 
curs, and the subjects on which 
it Is used. 

In almost every instance, 
‘where the works of men are 
mentioned with commendation, 
itis under such circumstances 
as shew the principles of the 
heart to be connected with the 
external acon. The apostle 
James saith. * Even so faith, if it 
hath not works, is dead, being 
alone.” * Foras the body with- 
out the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works ts dead also.” In 
these and a number of verses, he 
Js cistingushing between a living 
‘and a dead faith. A living faith, 
‘he says is connected with works. 
‘In other places we are told, that 
a living faith operates by love, 
purifies the heart, and is united 
with repentance towards God. 
Therefore. in the works he men- 
tions as being necessary to give 
life to faith, a principle of love, 
purity and repentance Is united. 
On the contrary, a dead faith is 
not united with hely motives 
and ends of action. 

John the forerunner of Christ 
exhorted his hearers, to bring 
forth fruits, or works, meet for 
repentance. And Paul exhort- 
ed to repent and turn to God 
and do works meet for repent- 
ance. These must be works 
including exercises of the heart 
and a holy mourning for sin. | 

Paul, in writing to the Ephe- 
sians, saith, “ For weare his work- 
manship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that 





we should walk inthem.” The 
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expression is “created unto good 
works,” which must intend the 
production of a good heart and 
right principles of action, by 
the holy Spirit of God, for there 
can be no propriety in saying 
that a few of men’s external du- 
ties are created. 
In the conclusion of the holy 
canon of scriptures, God saith, 
** Behold! I come quickly, and 
my reward is with me to give to 
every one according to his 
works.” In this and sundry 
other places relating to the final 
judgment of men, by their works 
and their deeds, according to 
which they shall have their re- 
ward, must be intended their 
whole moral character,—their 
faith, love; purity of heart, and 
general rectitude of disposi- 
tion ; for it isto these graces 
eternal life is promised. There 
is an important reason for being 
particular on this part of the 
subject. In the word of God 
we find many commendations of 
works ; many exhortations to 
abound and labor in them, with 
an assurance that the labor shall 
not be in vain; and many re- 
presentations that men’s final 
safety and reward ‘shall be ac- 
cording to their works ; it is 
therefore of infinite importance, 
that we understand what is 
meant by these in the scriptural 
sense. A mistake on this point 
may leave us ignorant, and per- 
haps destitute of the qualifica- 
tions for eternal life. There is 
danger that by the works, which 
God requires and commands. 
some will understand no more 
than actions which are externa|- 
ly correct, and these may be 
found, where there js neither 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, re- 
pentance towards God, nor a love 


On Christian good works. 
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of his holy character and 
vernment. Let visible action, 
be what they may, let externg 
duties be ever so much mul. 
plied, let a man give all his 
goods to feed the poor, if ther 
be not a holy principle of hear 
directing to these actions, he js 
spiritually nothing, and _ the 
whole doth not amount to thos 
Christian good works, which ar 
commanded, and will furnish q 
rule for the final reward of mai- 
kind. 

A moral life, in the sense of 
the world, very frequently is no 
more than common decency and 
the practice of some externa 
virtues, which conduce to the 
present good of society, the pro- 
fit of those connected with us, 
and the advancement of our tem- 
poral interests. These may all 
proceed from a love of repute 
tion and profit. Indeed, every 
person who is not deprived 0 
common sense through the rage 
of wicked passions will observe 
them for his worldly advantage: 
Sometimes the dishonesty of his 
heart will prompt the periorn- 
ance that he may thereby de 
ceive others or renderthem sub- 
servient to his own purpos 
This is different from Christa 
good works, which include bot 
principle and actions externally 
good ; both the disposition F 
the heart, and correct prac: 
right actions from a spirit of re 
verence, love and obedience " 
God, and from justice and be 
nevolence to men ; togethtt 
with a self government that is 
temperate in all respects. 
Where all these ingredients“ 
character are united with fait 
in Christ, it is a living faith 
and there is both a tifie to a. 
nal life through the gro 
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romise of God, and a prepara- 
tion for heaven begun in the 
soul. A foundation Is laid, even 
on the principles of salvation by 
sovereign grace, for men to be 
rewarded according to their 
works. ; ; 

It yet remains to be consi- 
dered, more particularly, how 
Christian good works are both 
useful and necessary for salva- 
tion, 

On this point we must care- 
fully distinguish between the 
grounds of our acceptance or 
justification by God, and a per- 
sonal preparation to enjoy eter- 
nal life. In the former, our jus- 
tification, no good works can 
have any efficacious desert ; for 
the latter, our preparation for 
heaven, they are absolutely ne- 
cessary.. That men are pardon- 
ed and receive a title to salvation 
by the sovereign grace of God. 
only through the righteousness 
of Christ, is most clear from the 
word of God. ‘There is no sub- 
ject more copiously discussed by 
the inspired writers of the New 
Testament, especially by Paul in 
his episties to the Romans and 
Galatians, with which all the 
other parts of the scriptures 
harmonize. In his epistle to 
the Romans, after much reason- 
ing on the subject and many re- 
ferences to the scriptures of the 
Old Testament, he comes to this 


P 


‘conclusion, “ Therefore we 


conclude that a man is justified 
by faith without the deeds, or 
works of thelaw ;” by which he 
Meant, a true faith in Christ 
entitles to the benefits of that 
righteousness, which he wrought 
through his obedience and suf- 
crings. 

bere are two reasons why 


men cannot purchase salvation | 
Vou. I.NO.4, * 


¢ 
ae > 


ane 





by all their good works: The 
first, all their works are imper- 
fect, and need an atonement and 
forgiveness ; the second, if their 
works were perfect they would 
be no more than a fulfilment of 
present duty, and could have no 
retrospect to the forgiveness of 
past iniquities. Pardon and a 
title to eternal life are comprized 
under the general name of justi- 
fiction, and are an act of the 
grace of God, grounded solely 
on the merits of Christ with 
whom he is well pleased. We 
therefore find such descriptions 
as these, * knowing that a man 
is not justified by the works of 
the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ ; for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified.” 
‘* For by grace are ye saved 
through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 
- Not of works lest any man 
should boast.” Be not thou, 
therefore, ashamed of the testi- 
mony ofthe Lord, “ Who hath 
saved us, and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his 
own purpose and grace which 


| was given in Christ Jesus before 


the world began.” These testi- 
monies are recited from a count- 
iess number of the same import, 
expressed in the plainest terms, 
in ali of which our own works 
are excluded as the ground of 
pardon, or of a title to present 
ind future good. None of our 
right dispositions, or gracious 
affections, or visible obedience, 
can purchase a pardon for the 
‘smallest sin, or merit eternal 
life. 

But are all the Christian good 
works to be thus undervalued ? 
No surely ! This is not under- 
valuing them, Li is only exclud- 
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ing them from a meritorious 
place in our justification before 
God, where they have no right 


to appear. An_ enlightened, 


Christian will ascribe to the me-'| ligious character and _ practice 


rits of a glorious Redeemcr their 


proper place and efficacy, and, 
still be sensible that the labor of. 
good works is so far from being 
in vain in the Lord, that it is ab-. 


solutely necessary for salvation. 
These remarks on the ground 
of our justification before God 
were esteemed to be proper lest 
what follows should be misun- 
derstood by the reader. 
Christian good works are ne- 
cessary to obtain all desirable 
blessings in this life. By the 
description that hath been given 
of good works, in a scriptural 
sense, they are a holy temper 
and practice ; an honest, just 
and benevolent heart, both to- 
wards God and men, with such 
treatment of all moral beings 
as will naturally proceed from 
virtuous principles. Such prin- 
ciples and practice are summari- 
ly named godliness. We are told 
that godliness is profitable to all 
things, having the promise of 


the life that now is, and of that 


which is to come. We need 
not wait for the benefit of good 
works, for they have a reward 
in the present life, which flows 
immediately from the perform- 
ance. To these we owe a quiet 
and approving conscience ; by 
these we become acquainted 
with God, are conformed to him, 
and can rejoice in his character 
and government ; these are the 
way and means of receiving all 
desirable earthly blessings ;— 
they give that good name which 
is better than precious ointment; 
furnish a competence for our 
natural wants, health to receive 


it with satisfaction ; and, as eyj. 
dential of faith in Christ, enable 
us to contemplate another world 
with joy and peace. While are. 


deprive of no real good, they 
are the best adapted means for 
obtaining from the hand of 4 
gracious God every thing which 
a reasonable person can wish— 
It is true there are worldly plea- 
sures and desires, which the 
Christian law of good works 
forbid; but these pleasures would 
be dangerous to us in the end; 
and such desires are neither ra- 
tional nor safe, for if they were 
gratified it would either deprive 
us of some more valuable good, 
or plunge into some evil which 
is not foreseen. 

Christian good works are ne- 
cessary for the happiness of our 
neighbors. There are mutua 
connections and relations be- 
tween men, through which they 
do much good or evil one to 
another. It is impossible that 
any should be raised above the 
influence and effects of these 
relations. The benevolence of 
a good man’s heart, the beneli- 
cence of his hands, his truth and 
justice, his compassion and pr 
ty, his meckness and humility, 
and all the virtues of his heart 
and life are useful to others— 
Although a wicked person may 
have the greatest delight in the 
company of the wicked, still 
acting entirely on the princples 
of selfishness, he wopid choose 
one for his particular friend and 


| helper in the day of adversity» 


who abounded in Christian good 
works, 
Christian good works are ne- 


cessary to promote the glory ° 
God. 





Although the essential glory 
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of God hath been the same 
through an eternity past, that it 
will be through an eternity to 
come, there may be a declara- 
tion or growing display of this 
glory before a universe of rea- 
sonable minds. ‘This 1s what 
we mean by his declarative glo- 
ry. Itis praising him, speaking 
of his excellency, and by obe- 
dience honoring his laws, which 
suitably reward virtue and vice. 
Although good works are not 
the deserving cause through 
which sinful men are justi- 
fied to final salvation, still they 
are necessary for being in a state 
of friendship with the Lord our 
God and Judge. A holy God 
cannot delight in the principles 
and practice of those who delight 
inevil. He can have no com- 
placence in their character, and 
this is not what is meant by 
his love of a sinful world. By 
his being the friend of sinners 
is meant, that he benrevolently 
Wishes them to tura from evil 
to good works: also, that by his 
wisdom and grace he hath pro- 
vided anexpiation, and purchased 
the spirit to sanctify and cleanse 
us from dead works. Until a 
principle of good works be in 
our hearts and the practice be 
in our lives, we must be subject 
to God’s displeasure, nor can we 
have any satisfaction under his 
government. | 
Christian good works are the 
only possible preparation for 
eternal life. The Christian’s 
lutle to heaven is by the grace 
of God, through a Redeemer’s 
Mctits ; his preparation to en- 
Joy Ks blessedness and glory is 
1 himself. He must be chan- 
oe from sin to holiness, and 
ave both the spirit and perform- 


“Ace of all which is right and 





good. How, otherwise, can he 
be rendered happy by the clear 
display of divine glory, that will 
be made in the heavenly world ; 
or how have communion with 
the Father in the purposes of 
his counsel and the works of his 
providence ; or how delight in 
the communion of saints in their 
employments, in their praises, 
or in whatever may be the duties 
of the celestial life. Make the 
suppotition, which still never 
can be a fact ; that a pertect 
title to salvation was given to 
one destitute of the spirit and 
practice of good works : Such 
a person by his want of prepara- 
tien would be for ever debarred 
the enjoyment of eternal life— 
Through this want of prepara- 
tion the salvation of sinful men 
is rendered so precarious, for 
the grace of Christ is sufficient 
and its benefits are freely offered. 

Thus it appears that Christian 
good works are both useful in 
this life, and actually necessary 
for salvation. 


M. M. 


et 
Thoughts on the Heavenly State. 


N subjects of such vast im- 
portance we ought to hold 
curiosity under the check of so- 
lemn reverence. Men often sin 
by attempting to break through 
the veil, which infinite wisdom 
hath hung between our present 
state of sight and himself, hea- 
ven and eternity. Questions are 
often asked concerning the man- 
ner of existing and acting in the 
unseen world, which it would not 
be wise to have resolved ; orif 
an answer were given, it would 


+not be intelligible to us, in the 
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present weak state of our under- 
standing, although it came im- 
mediately from heaven. W< 
often enquire on this subject 
from natural curiosity, she 
there is no Cesire to approach 
the presence of God, or to pre- 
pare ourselves for serving him. 
If we enquire concerning the 
heavenly state that we may 
know more of God, how he may 
be served here on earth, anc 
what we must do to prepare our- 
selves for coming into his glori- 
ous presence, thedesire is com- 
mencuble ; and the scriptures 
afford much light so far as the 
subject hath this tendency. 

Concerning the life to come 
we know nothing with certainty 
beyond what is revealed in the 
Christian scriptures. Curiosity 
May suggest, reason May on its 
own weak ground conjecture. 
whie it is only the Christian 
scriptures which can assure us. 
Tie death of Christians is de- 
scribed to be their dismission 
from the world, from the body 
and from sin. Freedom fron: 
sin must be an ingredient of the 
heavenly fife. Of the Jerusa- 
lem above itis written, * Anc 
there shall in no wise enter into 
it eny thing that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomina- 
tion, or maketh a lie : But they 
which are written in the lamb’s 
book of life.” 

All the descriptions of the 
heavenly life. which we have re- 
ceived on sufficient evidence o: 
our faith, represent it as a state 
of perfect holiness ; perfec: 
conformity to God and _ his 
law. This state of the ming 
seems to be necessary for dwel- 
ling in the presence of God. 
and passing eternity in his ser- 
vice and praise, if .happiness 
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pertain to heaven its inhabitants 
must be holy. An unhely sin. 
ner admitted in the divine pre. 
sence would be unhappy, in the 
same proportion as he advan. 
ed with open sight, into the ay. 
ful and glorious presence of 4 
God of infinite purity. 

The moment of death is the 
time of perfect sanctification to 
the people of God. therefore af- 
ter this. they may with humility 
hope for perfect blessedness. 
Pain and labor, tears and sorrow, 
gvullt and dread are the fruit of 
‘in; these are the curse of sin 
in this world, and cannot cease 
until the new creation in Christ 
Jesus is perfected. But whence 
will this perfection come, which 
it is expected Christians shall 
receive at the -hour of death? 
Not from the merit of any past 
vood works of their own; not 
{rom the innate powers of natu- 
ral understanding. which may 
be then enlarged by a separation 
f the mind from the body: 
out from the power of the Holy 
Spirit, who by a renewal of the 
heart, imparts the first spark of 
holiness to a repenting. believ- 
ing sinner. How glorious, 
through the grace of God, will 
that day be toa dying Chrisuan, 
when he finds himself, at once, 
delivered from the frailties of 4 
mortal body, and the imperfec- 
tion and guilt of sin! And 1 
what will the blessedness © 
heaven principally consist ! 
Doubtless in beholding God 1? 
nS glory. - True piety drawihg 
the heart to God. desires to se 
and be nearer to him. “ Whom 
‘Neve Tin heaven but thee, and 
there jg none on earth I desire 
beside thee. My soul thirsteth 
‘or God, for the living God, 
when shall I come and appt 
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before him.” fam in a strait 
betwixt two, having a desire 
to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better.” For it is 
more desirable to be where he Is 
clearly seen than to remain in 

this state of darkness. 
If by desiring the Heavenly 
state be only meant, a delive- 
rance from the cares, afflictions 
| and miseries of this world, there 
is nothing distinctively holy in 
the wish ; for on the same rea- 
sons many have rushed into the 
most horrid crimes. Ifadesire 
of the heavenly life be to see 
the glorious majesty of God, his 
holiness. his wisdom and all his 
distinguishing attributes, more 
clearly than can be discovered in 
our present life, this is the brea- 
thing of a holy temper, it is evi- 
dential of a preparation for eter- 
nal life. The supreme happi- 
ness of the heavenly world will 
consist in beholding and adoring 
God. This will be both medi- 
ately in his works, as we now 
do, also in some more direct 
manner ; at present we know 
hot how this will be, nor is it 
of great consequence that we 
should. This more direct sight 
of God, in his word, is called 
‘cing face to face, while the 
knowledge we have of him in 
this world is called. seeing thro’ 
4 glass darkly —The light of 
his perfections will shine on the 
Ae all the lustre it can 
aia wd pie. love will be so 
wr be sae the light of 
; tienes the whole universe 
himself aes a re ae 
ture and - Blory of 5 ee a 
= ane attributes will spread 
inten am over his whole 
dine: certene ee, oe 
‘he attention ons will absorb 
: » and meet and fill 
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the desires of the soul ; and all 
connection with created things 
will be valued, not for what they 
are aS separate from God, but 
as they %re dependent on him, 
as they are his, as emanations of 
his all-creating, -all-holy. will_— 
* And they rest not day and 
night, saying, holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, 
and is. and is tocome.” This 
sense of divine glory will be ef- 
fected in two ways: First by 
God’s bringing more clearly in- 
to the view of his creatures what 
he isin himself :—Secondly by 
an eternal increase of their love. 

God will bring what he is in 
himself, more into the view of 
his holy creatures. <A review 
of what God bath done, in the 
kingdoms of nature, providence 
and grace, from the beginning, 
being seen as parts of one per- 
fect plan, will give much new 
information on the nature, and 
the moral attributes of the God- 
head. Materials for informa- 
tion will be drawn from every 
event in the vast dominions of 
God, and probably from other 
sources of which we do not now 
conceive, 

There will be an eternal in- 
crease of love in the ‘heavenly 
state. 

It is easy to conceive, that an 
increase of love will increase the 
sense of apparent glory in the 
divine character. The growing 
love of heaven will, continually, 
muke it more delightful to see, 
and to say, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God Almighty. 

The principal employ ment of 
heaven will be to worship and 
praise God. If the blessedness 
of the heavenly state be to see 
the glory of the Lord ; its chief 
employment must be to express 
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asense of that glory and bles- 
sedness by worship and pvaise. 
They cease not, day nor night 
to adore, saying, Holy Lord God 
Almighty who was, and art, and 
artto come. There are many 
things, in the revelation made to 
St. John, expressing the adora- 
tion and praise of heaven. * And 
they sang a new song, saying, 
thou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the scals 
thereof: for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy 

lood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation.” 
“ And I beheld and heard the 
voice of many angels round 
about the throne, and the beasts 
andthe elders; and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands: Saying with a loud voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and rich- 
es, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and bles- 
sing.” In other places we have 
similar descriptions. “ I look- 
ed, and Jo! a Lamb stood on 
mount Zion, and with him an 
hundred and forty-four thousand, 
and I heard a voice from heaven 
as the voice of many waters 
and the voice of a great thun- 


der; and I heard the voice of 


harpers, harping with their 
harps.” They are described as 
singing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb; as celebrating, by 
anthems of praise, the works of 
God in nature, providence and 
grace, and even in the execution 
of his judgments; as saying 
Alicluia fur ever ; and the sound 
of this Is said to be like the voice 
of a great multitude, and as the 
voice of many waters, and as the 
sound of mighty thunderings, 
betokening the number of those 
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who offer praise in the pious 
elevation of their spirits, and the 
vast objects of glory which 
they celebrate. It seems to be 
the burden of St. John’s descrip. 
tion of the heavenly state, to 
represent the blessedness there 
is in seeing God, ‘in all bis per 
fections and works; andthe prin. 
cipal employment to praise and 
worship him. Through the 
holy scriptures these things are 
abundantly repeated concerning 
the glorious state to come, ant 
these are all we need to know 
to assist us in attaining that 
biessed condition. Other things 
might gratify our curiosity, 
while these warm our devotion. 
Other things might reprove our 
sloth and chide our backsliding; 
while these teach us how little 
we appear, in this world, like 
the followers of the Lamb, and 
how much attention we need to 
prepare us for joining in those 
songs, which appeared to 5t 
Join like the elevated and awiul 
sound of mighty thunderings. 
Examine, Reader, hast thou 
already, formed within thee the 
breathings of a heavenly tem 
per? Dost thou wish to see Got: 
Is it thy delight to behold him 
in such a manner as he may bt 
seen in this world? Carry the 
inquiry farther. What blessed 
ness would heaven have for thee, 
if thou art not pleased with se 
ing and coming near the gre! 
Jehovah ? What, if. thou dos 
not delight in beholding all i 
perfections ?. What, if thou his 
not s@ much saffSfaction 1 his 
character, as to pray wither 
ceasing ? Heaven is filled " 
God ; there he appears (0 be 4 
in all, there is nothing bes! ‘ 
him, the whole is filled with ” 
essential and declarative gl’ 
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and he shines, by his communi- | 


cated good, in every creature 
around his throne. 

How can those who have no 

sensible love of God, think they 
have a title or preparation for 
the mansions of eternal peace ? 
Or how can we suppose the be- 
ginning of heaverly love in those 
souls, who are most happy when 
they think least of the Lord ? 
Oh! how different is this state of 
mind from the heavenly ! 
The employment of heaven 
isa pattern for saints on earth 
go far as it cary be imitated, and 
if this be worship and praise, ev- 
ery pious person will follow the 
example. Anthems of joy and 
praise and ascriptions of glory 
will never cease. When time | 
is consummated, the songs of 
praise begun on earth will be 
continued in heaven. Under a: 
sense, that the part of prayer, 
which we call adoration, will be 
eternally continued, let the reader 
say, “ Now unto the King eter- 
hal, immortal, invisible, the on- 
ly wise God, be honor and glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 
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Explanation of Scrifitural Types. 
(Continued from p. 94.) 


Feasys of the RITUAL typical. 


A ts the impurities and purifi- 
cations of the Hebrew ritu- 
‘Were added sacred festivals 
Vhich Were to be religiously ob- 
‘ved. These are now to be 
*xplained. | 
I, The Sabbath. 
€ Sabbath was original! 

“Dciified as a memorial of God’s 


al 





; 
mminaiing the works of | 
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creation, and resting the seventh 


day. This, by a particular more 
al precept, was consecrated and 
made holy. But, introduced 
among the sacred feasts of the 
ritual, hada typical signification. 
From the remarks of the apostle, 
Hebrews iii. 4. we are induced 
to consider it as a type, 

1. Of the settlement and rest 
of the Israclites in Canaan, the 
land of promise. 

Long time did the patriarchs 
and their posterity sojourn, go- 
ing from one kingdom to another 
people—especially, long time 
did the Israelites wander in a 
great and howling wilderness, 
looking for a city of habitation, 
until God in his own good time 
brought them to the tand pro- 
mised to their fathers. In this 
he gave them rest from ail their 
sojournings, dangers, tastings, 
and toils, and this state of tran- 
quillity and prosperity, to them, 
was as a subbath of rest and en- 


joyment. 


2. Of the evangelical state of 
the church. 

The apostle observes, He, 
Jesus, that is entered into his 
rest, hath ceased from his works 
as God did from his. When 
Christ had completed the work 
of redemption, he liberated his 
church from the cbscurity of 
types, and the servile system of 
weak and beggarly elements, 
that yoke of bondage which it 
was unable to bear, and gave it 
hight and liberty, rest and peace. 
This state of liberty and pros- 
perity was toit as a sabbath 
of rest from the darkness and 
servility of the preceding dis- 
pensation—and when he gives 
spiritual relief and comfort to 
those who labor and are heavy 
laden,they enter pon a sabbat- 
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ical state, and enjoy spiritual rest | 


and peace. Especially, 
3. O. the heavenly state. 
To those who live godly in 
Christ Jesus, who walk by faith 
and not by sight, the present 


state 1s like a desert land, tn’ 


which they are. strangers and 
pilgrims ; but when, as an hire- 
ling, they shall have accomplish- 
ed their day, their spiritual so- 
journings, their conflicts, wea- 
riness and painfulness, will de- 
termine and cease, they will rest 
from their labors, and enter up- 
on an everlasting state of per- 
fectly holy exercise and enjoy- 
ment, their eternal sabbath in 
heaven. 

Il. The passover and feast of 
unleavened bread. 

The passover was the anniver- 
sary memorial of the deliverance 
of the Israelites from the bond- 
age and misery of Egypt, and 
typified the eternal deliverance 
of the Israel of God from the 
spiritual bondage of sin and mis- 
ery. by Christ, the Lamb of God. 
and their eternal salvation in 
heaven. This has beenexplain- 
ed. 

To the passover was added 
the feast of unleavened bread, 
tlre seven next days which suc- 
ceeded it. Through the whole 
of this feast no leaven might 
be found in the houses of the 
Israclites, and they might eat 
ubleavened bread only. This 
humble food and abstemious 
manner of living typified the 
humble, destitute and afflicted 
state of the church in its spi- 
ritual journey, progressing to- 
wards millennial prosperity, and 
the heavenly Canaan—and the 
afflicted and humble condition of 
Saints performing their spiritual 
Pugrimage through the wilder- 
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ness of this world to their eter. 
nal rest—this world being to th 
godly, to adopt the expressive g. 
militude ofan eminent saint, by 
as a‘ smoky inn. in which the 
weary traveller finds bad enter. 
tuinment.” 

Ili. The feast of first fini 
and pentecost. 

The next day after the feast of 
unleavened bread, the Israelite 
were to begin their harvest, and 
bring a sheaf and wave it before 
ihe Lord, as an acknowledgment 
of his faithfulness and bounty in 
riving them the goodly land— 
‘rom this they were to reckon 
seven weeks and the day follow. 
ing which would be the filtieth 
on which the harvest ended, they 
were to offer two fine loaves of 
wheat flour baked with le 
ven,seven lambs = and two rams, 
with their meat and = dunk 
offerings, an offering made by 
fire of a-sweet savor to Goi— 
This was called the feast of firs 
fruits, of weeks, and pentecos 
From the references to this feas 
by an inspired apostle, we att 
taught to consider it as ty pice 
of the following evangelical su 


jects. 


1. The resurrection of Chns 
Now, saith the apostle, 5 
Christ risen, and become 
first fruits of them that slet 
As the first fruits are a sure 
ken and pledge that the funes 
will be gathered, in the appoll- 
ted weeks of harvest, so the re 
urrection of Christ 1s a0 infall 
ble earnest of the resurrection ot 
all the saints; Christ the 
fruits ; afterward they that art 
Christ’s at his coming. ‘ 
2. The first converts t0 Chris 
tianity. 
The first converts to a. 
tianity among the Jews and&" 
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tiles were the first fruits of the 
gospel dispensation, and the sure 
pledges, that the Jews should be 
brought in and with them the 
fulness of the Gentile nations 
and all Israel be saved. 

$. The effusion and renewing 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 
The first fruits with the Is- 
raclites were typical’ of those in- 
fuences of the Holy Spirit, 
which were communicated on 
the day of pentecost, those first 
fruits of that copious and bles- 
sed effusion which, according to 
Ezekiel, will constitute a river 
which no man can pass over, 
and by its extent and influence 
fill the whole earth with the 
knowledge of the glory of God 
— nd of those first fruits of the 
Spirit which renew and sanctify 
the souls of men, and are the 
earnest of their future and eternal 
glory. 
“These seeds of light and glory 

sown, 


“Tn saints in darkness here, _ 

“ Shall rise and spring in worlds un- 
known, 

“ Anda rich harvest bear.” 


IV. The feast of the New Moon. 
The Israelites reckoned the 
month by the Moon, and the day 
the New Moon appeared was 
the first day of the month ; and 
the New Moon by a particular 
Statute was made a sacred feast : 
So similar to this was another 
festival, which typified the same 
Subject, that they may be com- 
bined in the explanation. 
_Y. The feast of blowing the 
Trumpets. | 
As on.the New Moon, the 
* day of the month, so on the 
a os of the seventh month, 
acu with the Israelites, was 


they were to keep the feast of the 
Vor, II. NO. A, 


tst day of the civil year | 


blowing the silver trumpets, or 
the trumpets of rams’ horns, or 
both, as expressions of joy for the 
revolution of the month and of the 
vear. For these days particular 
sacrifices were prescribed, over 
which,*especially the first day of 
the seventh month, it is said, 
they blew the trumpets from 
morning until evening. Might 
not these feasts, on the revolue 
tion and renovation of the month, 
and vear, designate and typify, 
that glorious revolution and ren- 
ovation to be effected by Jesus 
Christ, through the joyful sound, 
of the gospel, originating from: 
his atoning sacrifice, which is 
described by the prophet. Be- 
hold I create new heavens and a 
new earth, and the former shall 
not be remembered, nor come 
into mind. Butbe ye glad and, 
rejoice forever in that which L 
create, for behold, I create Seru- 
salem a rejoicing, and her peo- 
ple a joy—especially when the 
Lord will be unto her an everlast- 
ing light,and her God her glory, 

VI. Tine feast or Fast of Ex- 
piation. 

The tenth day of the seventh, 
month, the feast or fast of atone- 
ment was observed with pecu- 
liar rites and great solemnity. 
First of all, the high priest wash- 
‘ed himself with water, and put 
on the sacerdotal robes for glor 
and beauty. He then killed a 
bullock for a sin offering for 
himself and his house—took the 
blood of the bullock, a censer 
full of burning coals from the 
altar, and his hand full of sweet, 
incense, went into the most 
noly place, put the incense. 


e ~~ 
on the coals, raised ‘a cloud 


ot smoke which covered the 

| mercy-seat, and then sprinkled 

the blood of the bullock upon the 
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mercy-seat and before it, seven 
times with his finger.—By this 
he made atonement for his own. 
and the sins of his house. 
Returning from the most holy 
place, of the two goats which 


‘were provided and upon which 


lots had been cast, he took that 
upon which the Lord’s lot fell! 
to be a sin offering for the peo- 
ple, killed it, and proceeded to 
sprinkle the mercy-seat with the 
blood, as he had done with the 
blood of the bullock; and thus 
reconciled the holy place. Re- 
turning from it, he put the 
blood of the bullock and goat 
on the horns of the golden altar, 
and sprinkled it seven times upon 
the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, and perhaps upon the altar 
of burnt offerings, and cleansed 
them from the uncleanness of 
the children of Israel. He then 
took’ the goat upon which the 
lot fell to be the scape-goat, 
laid both his hands upon his 
head, confessed over him the 
transgressions of the whole con- 
gregation, and gave him to a fit 
person who conducted him to 
the wilderness. He then went 
into the tabernacle, put off his 
robes, and depositing them in 
the holy place, washed himself 
with water, put on his other gar. 
ments, came forth to the people, 
offered two rams, one for a burnt 
offering for himself and his 
house, and the other for the con- 
gregation—the bodies of the bul- 
lock and goat, whose blood had 
been sprinkled in the holy place, 
were burnt without the camp, 
and the solemn rites concluded. 
By the regular performance of 
these sacred rites, the sins of the 
priests and the whole congrega- 
tion were ceremonially cleansed, 
and they became visibly an holy 








[Apnit, 


nation. Were not the rites of 
this feast or fast, the most solemp 
and impressive in the whole Sys 
tem, highly typical and signif. 
cant? Might not the prophet 
allude to this when he predicted, 
that the Lord would remove the 
iniquity of the land in one dey? 
Let us consider the subjects ty. 
pified by these various rites— 
Aaron the high priest was taken 
from among men ; and because 
the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, Christ took part 
of the same—Aaron was a pub- 
lic person, the representative of 
the whole congregation, and 
officiated in his public robes; 
and Christ was constituted the 
head and representative of the 
whole church—Aaron went into 
the holy place with the blood of 
bulls and goats ; but Christ by 
his own blood—It was necessary 
that the patterns of the heavenly 
things should be purified with 
these ; but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices 
than these—Aaron appeared in 
the holy place to expiate the sins 
of Israel ; and Christ appears In 
the presence of God to mediate 
and intercede for his people— 
No man might be in the taberna- 
cle when the high-pritest went 
into the holy place ; into the 
holiest of alt went the high-priest 
alone once a year; and Christ 
accomplished the work of re- 
conciliation himself, of the peo- 
ple there was none with him— 
When the high-priest retired 
from public view and went into 
the holy place, he continued to 
officiate ; and Christ, though 
now the world seeth him no 
more, is yet executing his medi- 
atorial office in the presence of 
x0d— W hen the high-priest re 
turned from the holy place; he 





l 
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took the scape-goat and laid both 
his hands upon his head— This 

at had been designated by lot. 
and presented before the Lord— 
and Christ, verily, was preordain- 
ed before the foundation of the 
world, and manifested in these 
Jast times to bear the sins of 
many. With his hands upon 
the head of the goat, Aaron con- 
fessed over him all the iniquities 
of the children of Israel, and 
ceremonially transferred them 
to the goat ; and the iniquities 
of his people, imputatively, were 
laid on Christ. The goat sus- 
tained and bore the transgres- 
sions of Israel to a land not in- 
habited, and for Christ’s sake, 
God removes the iniquities of 
his people from them, far as the 
east is from the west. The ho- 
ly place thus reconciled, and the 
uncleanness of the congregation 
purified, God accepted and dwelt 
among them ; and the church 
purified and sanctified by the 
blood of Jesus, hath neither spot 
nor wrinkle, and is an habitation 
of God through the Spirit. 

The type, the entrance of the 
high-priest into the holy of ho- 
lies, is so sublime and instruc- 
tive, that a more particular con- 
sideration of it may be useful.— 
The high-priest was directed. 
for this purpose, to put on the 
rich and costly robes, of gold, 
and blue, and purple, and scarle:, 
and fine twined linen, for glory 
and for beauty—the mitre on his 
head, with its golden plate or 
crown, and sacred engraving. 
Hotixess TO THE Lorp—the 
ephod with the two onyx stones 
onthe two shoulder pieces, in 
tae ph inserted the names 
the bres elve tribes of Israel,— 

reast-plate with its twelve 
Precious stones, in each of which 


—- 
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was inscribed the name of one 
tribe—the robe of the ephod, 
with its golden bells and pome- 
granates in the hem, and the 
curious girdle of the ephod; 
which confined the sacred robes, 
In the high-priest, dressed in 
this rich attire, and the solemn 
process, killing the bullock and 
the goat, going with their blood 
and sweet incense into the holy 
of holies, making atonement 
for himself, his house and the 
congregation, purifying, recon- 
ciling and perfuming the holy 
place, what an august and im- 
pressive representation of our 
great high-priest, Christ Jesus, 
in his all-perfect and glorious 
righteousness, with his own most 
precious blood, appearing in the 
presence of God, bearing the 
church on his arms and his 
heart, and mediating for it by his 
most acceptable merit and pre- 
valent intercession—and in the 
holy place, purified and recon- 
ciled by the blood of bulls and 
goats, what a glowing type of 
heaven, as it were, sprinkled 
with the blood, and perfumed 
with the merit of Jesus ! Christ 
is not entered into the holy pla- 
ces made with hands, the figures 
of the true ; but into heaven it- 
self—neither by the blood of 
bulls and goats, but by his own 
blood now to appear in the pre- 
sence of God for us. 

VII. The feast of tabernacles. 

The fifteenth day of the se- 
venth month, when the Israel- 
ites had gathered in their corn 
and wine, and terminated the la- 
bors of the year; they were to 
keep the feast of tabernacles, 
which was to continue seven 
days. On the first day they were 
to take boughs of goodly trees, 
palm branches, boughs of thick 
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trees and willows of the brook 
make booths and dwell in them 
seven days. A reason was as- 
signed for this. That your ge- 
nerations may know that I made 
the children of Israel to dwell! 
in booths when I brought them 
out of the land of Egypt. Thro’ 
this feast they were to rejoice 
before the Lord their God. This 
then was their annual thanksgi- 
ving, that the Lord their God 
had given them rest from their 
sojournings, the dangers and 
toils of the wilderness, peace and 
plenty in the goodly land—and 
prefigured, 

1. The spiritual rest and pros- 
perity of the church under the 
gospel dispensation. The state 
of the church under the dispen- 
sations of the patriarchs and Mo- 
ses, was like that of Abraham. 
Isaac and Jacob, and the Israel- 
ites In the wilderness; and the 
entrance of it upon the evangel- 
ical state of light, liberty, pros- 
perity and joy, like the entrance 
of the Israelites into Canaan. It 
had light and a good day, and 
God gave it a feast of fat things, 
enlargement and rest on every 
side. More especially, 

2. The prosperity of the 
church in the millennial state. 

Having progressed thro’ the 
former periods, when the church 
shall have survived its darkness, 


vicissitudes, conflicts, and trou- | 


bles through the persecutions of 
the man of sin, and it shall be 
said to it in the millennium, A- 
rise, shine, for thy light is come 
and the glory of the Lord is ri- 
sen upon thee—when its walls 
Shall be salvation and its gates 
praise, then shall all the families 
of the earth keep the spiritual 
least of tabernacles and rejoice 
before the Lord their God, thro’ 


? 


/ é 
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that extended period: And in 
that day shall the church say, () 
Lord, I will praise thee ; though 
(hou wast angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away, and thou 
comfortest me. Eminently, 

3. OF the rest and felicity of 
the church and saints in heaven. 

This world, to the church and 
saints, is Jike the wilderness to 
the Israelites, and like the patri- 
archs, they dwelt in tabernacles, 
tents, or booths, having no con- 
tinuing place nor abiding city, 
but seeking a better country— 
and when they shall have con- 
summated their pilgrimage on 
earth and rest from their labors, 
they will possess the goodly land 
promised them, the better Ca- 
naan above, where they will hun- 
ger no more, Neither thirst any 
more, forthe Lamb which isin 
the midst of the throne shall feed 
them and lead them to living 
fountains of water, and God 
shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes,~and then will keep 
the feast of tabernacles, and thro’ 
the eternal state, in houses not 
made with hands, rejoice before 
the Lord their God—and praise 
him, for his mercy endureth for 
ever. | 

VIL. The seventh year. 

As every seventh day wasa 
sabbath, so every seventh, was 
a year of rest—The Israelites 
might neither sow nor reap— 
The fruits of the land became 
the property of the poor—and 
servants were released from 
their masters.—-To this another 
was so similar in its regula 
tions and object, that they may 
be united in the explanation. 

IX. The Jubilee. 

As the Israelites were to cul- 
tivate their fields six years, and 
the seventh was a year of rest 
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to the Jand, so they were to 
reckon seven sabbaths of years, 
or forty-nine, and the next the 
sitieth, was the year of Ju- 
nilee. It commenced on the 
tenth day of the seventh month, 
the day on which they afflicted 
their souls, and the high-priest 
went into the holy place with 
the blood of bulls and goats, and 
made atonement for their sins. 
Upon the consummation of the 
rites, probably, the trumpet of 
jubilee was blown, and liberty pro- 
claimed throughout all the land. 
They neither sowed their fields. 
nor pruned their vineyards— 
the spontaneous growth was the 
perquisite of the poor and the 
stranger—debts were cancelled 
—servants liberated—and lands 
sold reverted to their former 
owners. Was not this an in- 
structive, impressive type of that 
gospel, those good tidings of 
great joy which shall be to all 
people. Was not this verified 
in him whom the spirit of the 
Lord anointed to preach good 
tiditgs to the meek, to bind up 
the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captive, and~the 
opening of the prison to them 
‘hat are bound, to proclaim the 
cceptable year, (the jubilee) of 
he Lord—The trumpet was 
blown on the day of expiation, 
re on which they afflicted 
‘ar souls, and the gospel ori- 
sinatés from the atonement of 
re Pp appoints to those 
ashes, theoil of ior age 
ing, and the mela + r rise 
Or the spirit oF bene sehen 
(Ne rest of this mecha tari 
‘epresent the eae wh; a et ee 
‘0 those who Lilioe taut , iy Wate 
den m-Ken ct are heavy 

pecially, 

When the trumpet sound- 








ed, debts were cancelled, and 
debtors were liberated from their 
creditors ; and doth not the 
gospel announce, that the debt 
to divine justice is liquidated by 
the atonement of Christ—and 
there is no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the spirit—And, 

‘* Happy beyond expression he, 

‘“* Whose debts are thus discharg’d, 


‘“* And from the guilty bondage free, 
‘“* He feels his soul enlarg’d.” 


2. Servants were liberated 
from their masters—and the gos- 
pel proclaims liberty to those 
who believe it from the terrors 
of God’s wrath—not having re- 
ceived the spirit of bondage 
again to fear ; but the spirit of 
adoption by which they cry, 
Abba, Father—and from the pen- 
alty of the law—Christ having 
redeemed them from the curse 
of itm—and from the bondage of 
weak and beggarly elements, 
enjoying the liberty with which 
Christ makes his people free— 
and from the servitude of fleshly 
lusts—sin not having dominion 
over them, being not under the 
law, but under grace—and from 
the terrors of death—Christ hav- 
ing delivered those who through 
the fear of it are all their life- 
time subject to bondage. 

3. Lands and possessions re- 
turned to their owners—and doth 
not the gospel] proclaim tu those 
who receive it,—ye have sold 
yourselves for nought and shall 
be redeemed without money— 
a restoration of that holy and 
happy state of peace and favor 
with God, those blessed privi- 
leges and titles which were 
alienated by the first transgres- 
sion, and the reversion of an in- 
heritance incorruptible, unde- 
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filed, and that fadeth not away— 
and assure them, that, in hope 
and joy, they may wait for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption 
of their bodies —Blessed are the 
people that know the joyful 
sound ; they shall walk, O Lord 
in the light of thy countenance. 
Amen. Hallelujah. 


—ake 3): 


Revivats of Religion in the 
County of BERKSHIRE, con- 
tinued. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGIONINLENOX. | 
only twenty-three persons were 


AMIDST the astonishing re- 
volutions, the horrid wars, car- 
nage, and accumulated distress- 
es of the old continent, and the 
discords and convulsions of the 
new ; it is very consoling and 
animating to the friends of Zion, 
to reflect upon the increasing 
prosperity of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, in many of our chur- 
ches and congregations. Asa 
specimen of this, the religious 
state of Lenox, may now be ex- 
hibited, by inserting a concise 
narrative communicated by the 


Rev. SaMUEL SHEPARD, the pas- 
tor. 


*¢ It does not appear from the 
records of the church, nor from 
information received from the 
oldest membersof it now living, 
that for the space of about thirty 
years from the first settlement 
of the town, there was any re. 
markable revival of religion in it, 
There were however from the 
year 1783 to 1785, about twenty 
persons added to the church.— 
This season of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord, is of- 


Revival of Religion in Lenox. 


Jifiy-three.” 


- 
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ten recollected with gratitude by 
the friends of Zion. 

“ Inthe year 1799,a gener 
attention to the subject of ref. 
gion Was apparenly excited thr 
the town. Many were greatly 
awakened, and some, we tig, 
were delivered from the power 
of darkness, and translated inty 
the kingdom of God’s dear Son, 
The number added to the church 
in that season of revival was 
A particplar nar. 
rative of this gracious work was 
published -in the Connecticut 
Evangelical Magazine, vol. Il. 
NO. 4. p. 136. 

“ In the six succeeding years, 


received into the church, and 
some of these were from other 
churches. 

“In the winter of 1806—/, 
there was a special attention to 
religion in the north-east part 
of the town. At an examina 
tion and catechising of the school 
in that district, some remarks 
were addressed to parents upot 
the importance of attention to 
the souds of their children, 4 
well.as to that instruction which 
tended to render them respect 
ble and useful in the present lit. 
The remarks upon this subjec 
on that occasion, and at a lecture 
in the afternoon, and another 10 
the evening, were hopefully 4 
tended with a divine blessing 
some parents who were present 
and the means of increasing the 
solemnity upon the minds © 
people in that vicinity—some ° 
whom found no more peace U™ 
til Christ, the hope of glo} 
was formed in their souls. 

«In the last year, while show" 
ers of divine grace were falling 
on other places, there was 4 
general revival in this tow?) an 














te 
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God was pleased to quicken 
some * for his name’s sake.” — 
The numbers which have been 
recently added to the church 
are—eight in April, 1807—stx 
in January—ten in May—twen- 
ty-two in August—and one in 
September, 1808—fourteen in 
February, 1809, making in the 
whole, sixty-one.—Some who 


entertaina hope of personal in- 


terest in Christ have not yet 
made a public profession of it. 
«It gives great satisfaction to 
state, that of those who united 
with the church in the year 1799, 
there has been but one instance 
of apostacy, and but few, we 
trust, who have the form of god- 
liness without its power. Very 
little open opposition to the spe- 
cial attention to religion appear- 
ed among us the summer past. 
May the friends of Christ be 
importunate at the throne of 
grace, for the prosperity of his 
blessed cause, and, in this event- 
ful period, put their trust in God, 
and may He sé// appear in his 
glory, by convincing and con- 


verting sinners, to build up 
Zion.” 


ate 
— a oe 


TOTHE EDITOR OF THE CON— 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


REY. SIR, 

THE scriptures declare, 

that “ there ig joy in heaven, and 

in the presence of the angels of 
» Over one sinner that re- 


peer This teaches, that 
ma mn of but one soul is 


‘et of great importance and 
icing ; since it causes such 
PY among the holy inhabitants 
ie And if we consider 

dreadful and everlasting 


jo 
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misery, from which the true 
penitent is delivered, and that 
“far more exceeding weight of 
glory,” and happiness, which he 
will enjoy through eternity ; 
will not the repentance of a sin- 
gle sinner appear to be a very 
important event—unspeakably 
more so, than the greatest events, 
which relate merely to the tem- 
poral happiness of mankind? For 
the greatest and most favorable 
revolution among the nations of 
earth. if considered with respect 
to their influence upon the pre- 
sent life, will save from an un- 
speakably less sum of misery, 
than what a single soul will en- 
dure, who must through eternity 
suffer the wrath of God, and the 
vengeance of eternal fire. And 
all the temporal good, which 
will result from the most im- 
portant of these _ revolutions, 
however extolled by historians 
and poets, will fall infinitely 
short of the sum, which will be 
enjoyed by one soul, that will be 
rising in glory and happiness 
thro’ the ceaseless ages of eter- 
nity—well then may the salva- 
tion of one immortal soul cause 
joy in the heavenly world. 

The hopeful conversion of 
sinners will also afford pleasure 
to the people of God on earth, 
because they possess in a degree 
the same holy benevolent dispo- 
sitiong as the inhabitants of 
Heaven. It is for this reason, 
that accounts of revivals of reli- 
gion are so pleasing and inte- 
resting to the friends of Zion. 

I shall therefore comply with 
your request in giving you some 
account of a small revival, with 
which God was pleased to favor 
us in the course of the past year. 
For if it should be the means of 
saving but very few from eternal 
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death, and of introducing them 
into the everlasting joy of their 
Lord ; yet it would be produc- 
tive of infinite good, would de- 
serve our grateful acknowledg- 
ment, and would be remembered 
with joy through eternity. 

In the year 1799, we in this 
place shared in those gracious 
effusions of the holy spirit, wit! 
which a merciful God was pleas- 
ed to visit a number of towns in 
this vicinity. The revival ji 
this society at that time was 
powerful and extensive, and a 
considerable number were hope- 
fully called out of darkness into 
marvellous light—more than one 
hundred were then added to the 
church—alter’ this revival had 
erradually subsided, there were 
during about eight years, teh o1 
twelve instances of hopeful con- 
version. 

A proposal was circulated in 
a number of towns in this State 
to meet on the third Tuesday of 
last March, and spend the after- 
noon or evening in prayer for the 
effusions of the spirit, and a revi- 
valof religion. 

A meeting therefore was ap- 
pointed here on Tuesday even- 
ing. A greater number attend- 
ed, than was expected. The 
evening was spent chiefly in 
prayer, and the meeting was 
solemn. Within a week from 
this time it was discovered, that 
several young persons were un- 
der serious impressions, and 
from these it quickly spread to 
others. Conferences and lec- 
tures, which were now frequent- 
ly appointed, and public worship 
on the sabbath, were more fully 
attended, and a much greater 
attention and solemnity than 

usual were apparent in the coun. 
fenances of. many, especially 





among the youth. Number 
were deeply impressed with , 
sense of their depravity, pul; 
and danger—were frequently 
seen In tears, and their greg 
concern seemed to be to secure 
the salvation. of their souls. 
The serious attention rapidly in. 
creased during the month of 
April. Before the close of it, 
thirty or forty of the youth ap. 
peared to be under conviction, 
or hopefully reconciled to God 
and divine truth—an unusual so. 
lemnity appeared on the minds 
of many more, and there wasa 
pleasing prospect of an exten: 
sive revival, and a great gather- 
ing of souls into the fold of 
Christ. But alas! how often 
ire the fairest prospects of a 
plentiful harvest cut short. 

In April the town was visited 
with a mortal distressing sick- 
ness. This disease spread with 
vreat rapidity in the latter part 
of April and beginning of May, 
ind became very alarming. Ma- 
ny were seized with it, and num 
bers were very suddenly swept 
off. The prevalence of this disor- 
der greatly interrupted the reli 
gious meetings, and prevented 
the attendance of many, the pub 
lic attention appeared to be rath 
er diverted from the revival (0 
sickness. I was also seized with 
Lue prevailing disease, and detail 
ed from the pulpit more than 
three months. These things¢?’ 
peared to have an unfavourable 
influence upon the awakentis 
which made no progress alte! 
the first of May, and soon be: 
gan evidently to decline. Ma 
ny, whose minds were solemn 
zed for a time, appeared 1° ' 
few months to lose their serio 
impressions. And somes ue 
appeared deeply convinced 
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their depravity, guilt, and dan- 

ger and to be anxiously engag- 

"d in seeking the salvation of 

their souls, have in a great de- 
7 gree lost their conviction, and 
: returned back to a careless neg- 
lect of divine things and their 

eternal interest. How painful to 
the benevolent mind to see those 
who were earnestly attending to 
, religion and the concerns of 
h their souls, returning back to 
d their former neglect, and walk- 
4 ing carelessly down the broad 
I road to eternal death ! God 
, erant that they may not sleep 
on in spiritual stupidity. till they 
/ awake in everlasting horror and 
despair, 

Although our hopeful pros- 
pects have been in some degree 
disappointed, yet there is reason 
to hope, by divine grace, that 
this revival will be the means of 
saving some immortal souls 
from the endless miseries of hell, 
"4 and of introducing them into the 
: cverlasting joys of heaven. 
; There are about 14 or 15, who 
hve hopefully passed from 
“I. death to life—ten were added to 
‘ the church on the first sabbath 
of the present month—Those, 
vho have been under conviction, 
ppeared to be deeply convinced 
wae were dead in sin, or 
ay eves and destitute of 

loliness, and that their de- 
oy of heart was so great, 
hat they should never repent, 
ee reconciled to God, and 
sracwed by the Hely Span 
nd y the Holy Spirit. 
yet they appeared to be 


dine that it was their imme- 
ut ; 
bah Y to become reconciled 


sin : 
Tented th > Since nothing pre- 


| e 
00 HM vn wick m from this but their 


. ae 
ol Md that d opposition of heart, | 








. they were cas 
Ven, Il. Ne, 4. very crimle- 
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nal and inexcusable for their im- 
penitence and unbelief. The 
hopeful converts manifested a 
cordial reconciliation to the per- 
fection and government of God, 
and to the doctrines of the gos- 
pel, as understood by those, who 
believe the Calvinistic system. 
From the preceding statement, 
it may be remarked. 

1. ThatGod appearedto come 
among us by the awakening 
influences of his Spirit in answer 
to prayer. Such facts accord 
with the promises and declara- 
tions of scripture respecting the 
efficacy of prayer, and thus af- 
ford great encouragement to 
earnest aNd persevering prayer 
for divine blessings, and especi- 
ally for the effusions of the Spi- 
rit, and the revival of religion. 

2. It may be remarked, that 
the most solemn and affecting 
calls and warnings will have no 
effect in bringing sinners to re- 
pentance, without the attending 
influences of the Spirit. For 
the solemn calls, which we ex- 
perienced by the prevalence of a 
dangerous and alarming disease, 
and by many sudden and affect- 
ing deaths, appeared rather to 
check, than to promote the revi- 
val. It therefore shews in a 
striking manner, that nothin 
but the Spirit of God can make 
means and warnings effectual te 
awaken and renew sinnet's, and 
bring them to repentance. 

3. We have great reason for 
humility and sorrow, that our 
pleasing, hopes with respect to 
the revival have been so far cut 
Short. For there is reason to 
believe, that God was provoked 
to depart from us by his Spirit, 
because we were not earnest and 
persevering in our prayers to 
have him stay a us, but grew 
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more cold and negligent, or be- 
cause of some unchristian feel- 
ings and conduct among us. 
For the scripture declares, that 
“ Heis with you, while ye be with 
him, and if ye seek him, he will 
be found of you, and that he is 
more ready to give his Holy Spi- 
rit to them that ask him, than 
earthly parents are to give good 
gifts to their children.” We 
have therefore great reason to be 
humbled, that we provoked God 
so soon to depart from us. I 
would, sir, ask your prayers, and 
the prayers of every Christian 
reader, that God would forgive 
our sins—return in mercy, and 
revive us again, that we might 
rejoice in him. 
G. H. COWLES. 
Bristol, Jan. 1809. 


—EK <> 


Selected—The writer and time of 
jirst frublication unknowpn...... 
Published by particular desire. 


DIRECTIONS FOR SELF-EXAMIN- 
ATION. 


I. MAKE conscience of fer- 
Jorming this duty. The neces- 
sity of it will appear, if you con- 
sider, God has repeatedly com- 
manded it. The people of God 
have always practised it. There 
is a great danger of being deceiv- 
ed ; for every grace in the Chris- 
tian has its counterfeit in the 
hypocrite. Many professors 
have been deceived, by neglect- 
ing it, andare ruined for ever. 
Your comfort and holiness de- 
pend, in a great measure, upon 
‘knowing your real state. 

Il. Be very serious in the frer- 
formance of it. Set your heart 


16 the solemn work, as in the 


[Apanr, 


presence of the searcher of 
hearts, who will judge the y. 
crets of all men, in the grey 
day. Heaven and hell are no 
trifles. The question before you 
is no less than this—Am I, 
child of wrath, ora child of God? 
If E should die when I have 
done reading this, where wouli 
this precious soul of mine be fo 
ever, for ever, for ever? 

Ill. Be impartial, or you los 
your labor; nay, you confirm 
your mistakes. Ontheone hand, , 
resolve to know the worst of 
yourselves, the very - worst— 
Some are afraid to know the 
worst, lest they should fall into 
despair; and this fear makes 
them partial. Suppose the wors, 
and that, after serious examin- 
tion, it should appear, that you 
}have neither faith nor holiness ; 
yet remember, your case is not 
desperate. The door of mercy 
is ever open to the returning sit- 
ner. It remainsa blessed truth 
that whoever cometh to Chris 
shall inno wise be cast out. John 
vi. 37. On the other hand, be 
willing to know the dest of you" 
self as well as the worst. Do 
not suppose that humility © 
quires you to over-look yt 
graces, and notice only your co 
ruptions. 

IV. Judge of your graces y 
their nature rather than their de 
gree. You are to try to inhertt 
graces by the touchstone, met 
by the measure. The greates 
degree is tobe desired andalm 
at, but the smallest degre . 
matter of praise and rejolc"s 
Do not conclude there © . 
grace, because there is some a 
ruption ; or that the spilt st 
Not strive against the fies 
cause the flesh strives 
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V Let not the issue of this 
trial depend at all upon your 
knowledge of the exact time of 
your conversion, or the particu- 
jar minister or sermon first 1n- 
strumental in it. Some, yea 
many, are wrought up by slow 
and insensible degrees. Grace 
increases like the day-light. No 


man doubts whether the sun | 


shines at noon because he did 
not see the day break. 

VI. Take this caution, lest you 
stumble at the threshold. Think 
not that you must begin this 
work with doubting whether God 


willextend mercy to you, and’ 


save you; and that you must 
leave this a question wholly un- 
der debate, till you have found 
out how to resolve it, by self- 
examination. This is a com- 
mon and pernicious error, lay- 
ing the very foundation of this 
work in the great sin of unbe- 
lief. The question before you 
isnot, Will God accept and save 
me, though a vile sinner, if I 
believe in Christ ? but you are 
to inquire, 4m I now, at this time 
in anaccefited state? The former 
question is already resolved by 
God himself, who cannot lie.— 
His word positively declares, 
that every coming sinner shall 
be accepted and saved. This 
being determined, it is not to be 
questioned. But you are to try, 
Whether you are now ina state 

of grace ? | 
VU. Take care that you do 
hot trust on your self-examina- 
lion, rather than on Christ.— 
ae 1S a proneness in our na- 

¢s to put duties j 

of Christe ities in the place 
— hot content merely 
hate * the following ques- 
on ae Stop and dwell on each: 
yourself to proceed to 





4 


another, till you have put the 
first home to your conscience, 
and have got an honest answer 
to it. 

IX. Examine yourself /re- 
quently ; at least once a week.— 
The Lord’s-day evening is a 
most suitable season. The of- 


easier it will become. If you 
do not obtain satisfaction at first, 


{ you may, by repeated endeavors ; 


and ascriptural, solid hope will 
amply repay your utmost labor, 


Questions with resfiect to faith, 
and the fruits of faith. 


Do Ibelieve in the Son of God ? 
Surely this is an important ques- 
tion. My bible assures me that 
He that believeth shall be saved. 
Do I then believe ? And here let 
me carefully distinguish be- 
tween faith, and its fruits. What 

is faith ? The simple meaning 
of faith is believing ; and be- 
lieving always refers to some- 
thing spoken or written. Di- 
vine faith is the belief of a di- 
vine testimony, as John speaks, 
He that hath received his testi- 
mony, hath set to his seal that 
Gop 18 TRUE John ili. 33. And, 
on the contrary, the apostle John 
says, He that believeth not God, 
hath made him a liar, because he 
believeth not the record that God 
gave of his Son. And this ts the 
record, that Gop HATH GIVEN 
TO US ETERNAL LIFE, and this 
life isin hisSon, 1 John v. 10, 11. 
I must first believe the truth of 
Goddlls revealed in his word; I 
must credit his report, and be- 
lieve his testimony concerning 
Christ ; and then, receive, and 
‘rust ufion Christ, so revealed, 
for my own personal salvation. 





| But, to be more particular, 


tener you perform this work, the. 


= yee oe ee ae 
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ne 





1.Do]I really believe that Iam 
a fallen creature—that I derived 
from Adam a nature wholly cor- 
rupt, depraved, and sinful—and 
that I amachild of wrath, by 
nature, even as others! Have I 
ever considered the unspotted 
and infinite purity and holiness 
Ae eae ik of God’s nature, and that he ab- 
Ys nae hors, detests, and hates sin, 
are wherever he sees it? Havel 
| | 





considered, that his law, contain- 
ed in the ten commandments, is 
if a copy and transcript of that ho- 
av ly nature? and by comparing 
wy myself with that eternal rule of 
se cee right and wrong, have I been 
Py W tees bi led to see my horrible wicked- 
We ness and vileness? O what mul- 
Mids! titudes of sins have I commit- 
Sy te ted, in thought, word, and deed ! 
| Am I really sick of sin, sorry 
se for sin—and do I abhor myself 

1 as a vile sinner ? 
bah 2. Have I duly considered 
wey Bali what my sins have deserved? 
i, . Do I sincerely think, that if God 
were to send me to hell. because 
: ma sinner, he would do just- 

y! 

* $8. DolIsee my utter helpless- 
mess, as well as my sin and mis- 
ery? Am I perfectly assured 
that I cannot by any works, du- 
ties, or fufferings of my own, 
in the Jeast help myself ; but 

| that, if ever Iam saved, it must 
* be the effect of free mercy ? 
wi 4. Are the eyes of my under- 
standing enlightened, to know 
eRe eae Christ ? What do I think of 
Ri. Christ? Who is he? Do I be- 
lieve thet he is God manifest in 
the flesh ; uniting in his ome per- 
son the human and divine na- 
‘j tures ; man, that he might suffer, 
| and God, that he might redeem ? 
‘h Do I know why he suffered, that 
3 it was to make satisfaction to di- 


it 


ig Vine justice for the injury done } 
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fidently for eternal salvation‘ 
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to God’s law and goverment}; 

tag ty : 
man’s sin! Do I believe that it, 
Sather is well pleased for his righ. 
eousness sake ; and that he hy 
magnified the law, both by his 
obedience and sufferings, ang 
made it honorable ? DoJ there. 
fore look upon Christ as the only 
way to the Father, as the only 
FOUNDATION to build on, the 
only FOUNTAIN to wash in! 
Am I persuaded of his ability to 
save to the utmost all who come 
to God by him ? 

5. Am I satisfied from Goc’s 
own word and promise, that 
whoever, let them be ever so vile 
and wicked, come to Christ by 
faith, shall be saved ? the prom- 
ise being without exception, 
Whosoever believeth on him shall 
not be ashamed. 

6. Am [led and assisted by 
the Spirit of God to believe this 
general promise in my own pat 
ticular case? As God has made 
no exceptions, why should I ex- 
cept myself ?—True, no tongue 
can tell how vile I have been; 
only God knows the greatest of 
my sins, and the wickedness of 
my heart! But shall ] then des 
fair, and so add, to my other 
sins, the worst and greatest sin 0 
all, UNBELIEF ? God forbid: 
It is a faithful saying, and worth) 
of my accefitation, that Christ 
came to save the chief of sinners. 
Dol then, sensible of my %% 
misery, and helplessness, look 
upon Christ, as an all-sufficiett 
Saviour, and commit my P* 
cious, immortal soul to him, ' 
lying upon him only, and ¢ 
deavouring to rely on him y" 

If 
so, surely I am a believer) 
shall receive the end of ™ 
faith, the salvation of my 504 

[To be continued. } 
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REMARKS OF THE EDITOR. 


Several reasons induced the 
republication of this piece. It 
was particularly requested. It 
well enforces and contains an 
excellent system of rules for self- 
examination : although there 
are some expressions which 
merit remark. Itis evidently a 
saving faith, that the writer in- 
tends, and although he may in- 
clude the whole which it con- 
tains, there is an indistinctness 
in his expressions which may 
lead to error. At the sixth in- 
quiry concerning faith, the fol- 
lowing is introduced, “ Am I led 
and assisted by the Spirit of God, 
to believe this general promise 
in my own particular case !”’ This 
is virtually to say “* Do I believe 
that Christ died for me in parti- 
cular?” This implies a sentiment 
highly Antinomian, and Anuno- 
mianism is only Arminianism in 
disguise ; sentiments over which 
many have stumbled to perdi- 
tion. To hope that we are in- 
terested in the benefits of Christ’s 
death and purchase, when the 
opinion is formed on Scripturai 
grounds is a most desirable at- 
talnment, and one for which all 
Christians will strive. But such 
a belief or hope is not saving 
faith. It is a result of the whole 
series of self-examination, and | 
ought not to be made until the 
process is concluded : whereas 
the writer introduces it as a 
mark of trial before the judg- 
Ment, or result of trial can possi- 
bly be formed. Many. true 
ee under a humble 
a te: imperfection, have ne- 
oe leved that Christ died 
baal i © particular : they 
tip er been assisted to be- 

at the. general promise, 





“ he that believeth shall be sav- 
ed,” was true in their own purti- 
cular case, or in other words, 
assisted to think, that they be- 
lieved, and therefore that Christ 
died for them. This is the 
gloomy case of many fearful 
Christians. It is possible they 
may live and die in this situation 
and unexpectedly open their 
eyes in glory. 

On the other hand a far great- 
er number of self deceiving hy- 
pocrites, in the hour of easy 
persuasion, have imbibed an opi- 
nion that Christ died for them 
in particular, or that the general 
promise was certainly true in 
their own particular case. 

Hence they have gone through 
life, in firm but presumptuous 
hope of eternal life, while desti- 
tute of any Chiristian qualifica- 
tions. 

The belief of which the writer 
speaks, that the general promise 
is our own in particular, is noth- 
ing more than hope or expecta- 
tion; it may be so strong as to 
preclude any painful doubting ; 
after all it is not essentially any 
thing more than hoping or ex- 
pecting: 1fit be on good grounds, 
it will be realized ; ifon bad ix 
must be disappointed, for the 
strongest hope of the self-de- 
ceiving person shall perish.—A 
saving faith is often described in 
general terms, but always im- 
plies particular affections which 
in their nature are holy. Chris- 
tians are the subject of a saving 


faith, and their own exercises ° 


are the#matter in which it con- 
sists : God, Christ, the gospel 
with its doctrines and duties are 
its objects. Neither sinceri- 
ty of heart, nor the certainty of 
our own Salvation, are objects of 
saving faith, for the latter may 
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be, certain through the gracious 
promise of God, where there is 
no comfortable hope of the for- 
mer. 

The writer hath therefore ex- 
pressed himself, at least, inaccu- 
rately, in giving rules for self. 
examination whether we have a 
saving faith, to make this one 


“that we must believe, in om 


own particular case, that God 
will save those who believe in 
his gift of a Redeemer.” Many 
humble Christians believe in this, 
who have no evidence of their 
own good estate: Also, many 
believe this, who ‘have never 
been sanctified by the Spirit of 
God. 

This writer makes a great dis- 
tinction between faith and the 
effects of faith. A saving faith 
is still meant, and many of his 
remarks are worthy of being 
printed in letters of gold. He 
represents a love of God, of 
Christ, of the Holy Spirit, and 
of the divine law, as being the 
efiects of faith, rather than as 
pertaining to its very nature.— 
That faith may increase these 
exercises of love is not doubted, 
because it is the evidence of 
things not seen ; but that faith 
must first precede and a love of 
these objects flow only as an 
effect, is not true. Repentance, 
anda love of God, Christ, the 
Holy Spirit, and the divine law 
and government, are included in 
the very nature of a saving faith. 
Saving faith is a holy exercise ; 
and there can be no holiness 
where a love or delight fh moral 
excellency is not contained in 
its very nature: To suppose the 
contrary would run into all man- 
ner of absurdity ; it would be 
supposing a title to eternal life, 
through tre promise, while des- 


The Soliloquist. 
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titute of any love of God. ry 
the same time, faith, being a mr 
liance on the fulness and pro. 
mises of God, and the eVidence 
of things not seen, proves jp. 
strumental of deriving from oy 
divine head those aids of the 
Spirit, by which all the Christi 
graces are quickened and maty. 
red to eternal life. Fideiity to, 
number of young self-examiners, 
who requested the re-publication 
of the rules, demanded these re. 
marks. 


ent ee 
| The Soliloquist, 
NO. 5. 


AT length I am convincet 
that the words I lately heard are 
literally true, they certainly are 
true with respect to myself 
“ The heart is deceitful above 
all things and desperately wick 
ed, who can know it?” Once! 
thought, that in these words, the 
prophet either spoke figuratively 
or vilified human nature ; now! 
feel that he plainly expresses ” 
awful truth. It is a descriptio 
of my own heart. It is no long: 
er strange to me, that I was both 
affrighted and vexed on my irs 
attention to truth. There 1s 
thing in my heart which coulé 
make it otherwise, and I remal 
opposed still. I have no love 
God, I cannot delight in 
commandments, it is no pleas 
to me that he reigns. Stl ) 
cannot free myself from ter! 
Oh ! this heart and consti 
how they are opposed : Ho 
could God put two such uae 
site principles into one wor 
But I tremble at myself © 





thinking this ; aud perhaps the 
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very thought will condemn me 
to eternity. I do not find plea- 
sure in thinking of God, nor in 
reading the scriptures. I have 
attempted, times without num- 
ber, co pray, and this gives me 
no help or comfort. When I 
began to pray, frequently, it 
seemed as though I should soon 
find help; now my thoughts are 
shut up. Why should we be 
commanded to pray when it 
doth us no good, and God doth 
not assist us? I have read the 
parable of the talents. Why 
was the servant who returned to 
his Lord the talents he gave 
him so dreadfully condemned ? 
This is my feeling, though I 
tremble to express it. If this 
law be true and just my heart 
is desperately wicked, and I 
am condemned. Sometimes it 
seems to me as though God was 
unjust not to give me peace af- 
s ter | have attended so much to 
serious things. Sometimes | 
am discouraged and ready to say 
I will go on as I used to do.— 
Sometimes I think I can make 
myself better, and determine 
to walk the whole ground again, 
over which I have gone. That 
my heart is sinful I cannot doubt, 
for of this my conscience bears 
testimony, and it must be some 
mistake I have made which pre- 



















































What if God should call me by 
death before I have doneall this ? 
My sin would be upon me and 
[could not deny it. | Still, rather 
than always to feel as I now do 
Iwill make the attempt. It is 
‘emperin men. I always knew 
that my actions were wrong, but 
Hever, until late, suspected my 
ae Was the same. Perhaps 
"€ mistake 1 have made was in 


Hew to me that there is a wrong 


ii 


vents my peace of mind. But} 


Te 
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confining my efforts for amend- 
ment to my actions without at- 
tending to my heart. I will now 
watch my heart. I am en- 
couraged to this by the discourse 
I heard the last sabbath. “ Keep 
thy heart with all diligence, for 
out of it are the issues of life.” 
The serious speaker, from the 
manner and matter of his ad- 
dress must certainly have felt 


the benefit of his own text.— | 


Who can tell but I may reap the 
same! All my amendment hath 
been about my life, and I now 
sce itis my heart hath been de- 
cvitful above all things. 


NO. 6. 


|" ALAS ! alas! my heart re- 





mains sinful, far more sinful than 
‘ever! For two weeks past I have 
been attempting to keep it with 
diligence, for out of it, lam told, 
are the issues of life. I have 
not only attempted to keep my 
heart, but renewed all my for- 
mer endeavors, and all in vain ! 
My heart daily becomes more 
fixedinsin. I neither love God; 
his law nor government. I am 
unwilling to be in his hand. [ 
take no delight in his service. 
I fear l am made for akingdom 
very different from his. At 
times I feel actual enmity 
against all the laws,of religion, 
and fear I have committed some 
sin, in its nature unpardonable. 
In religious dutics I have no 
comfort, and when I attempt to 
pray Lam more self-condemned 
than ever. Why this command 
to keep my heart with diligence; 
for L shall no sooner do it than 
create anew world! How dread- 
ful the controversy between my 


‘own disposition and the dictates 


of reason, conscience and truth f 
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Surely I am growing worse ! I 
had not such a wicked heart as 
1 now feel when I first began to 
reform myself. But let me stop, 
I will consider. Is it because I 
am growing worse, or because I 
did not then know how wicked 
my heart was. Ah! I do not 
know to which of these it must 
be attributed; but this I know, 
it is a sore contention with God 
in which I am engaged. He 
commands me to love him; I[ 
try todo it with all the mightI 
possess, but he does not help me. 
He tells me his law is holy, just 
and good: How can I esteem 
that law good which gives me 
no comfort, and threatens me 
with eternal vengeance ? The 
law condemns me and why then 
should I obey it ? If I could feel 
peace of mind, as many about 
me appear to do, I could love 
both God and his law. Those 
with whom I converse tell me I 
must repent, and then my bur- 
den will depart, and I shall feel 
ease of mind. Surely no poor 
creature ever repented more 
heartilyghan I do; for if I had 
known the pain which would 
follow my irreligious life, I nev- 
er could have lived in the man- 
ner that [have done. [| try also 
to believe in Christ, but how can 
I believe in him when he pives 
meno help ? Others have told 
me that lam depending on the 


aw and cannot expect peace of 


conscience without placing my 
Whole dependence on the ros- 
pel. I may have erred in this 
respect. If God preserves my 
life through this night, I will 
devote a season every day in ex- 
umining the encouragementsand 
Promises of the gospel.—God 


grent I may succeedin throwing 
off this burden of guilt 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE yy. 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE, 


SIR, 


I AM a female and anol 
professer of religion. I rea 
your monthly works, and have 
thought to get an opportunity of 
saying something which I coul 
not in any other way. You know 
that to be always at home makes 
one gloomy, so I visit oncea 
week among some friends, whom 
I take to be Christians. But to 
tell you the truth I do not like 
our discourse, for there is too 
much in it of uncharitableness, 
and I have sometimes told them 
so. We do not wish to talk 
about fashions and light things, 
and mean to be serious people. 
But do tell me, does seriousness 
consist in little hints about other 
folks, when we do not know the 
truth of the thing. I think this 
is as bad as to speak of the 
fashions. 1 will give you 
instance or two. I mentioned 
my neighbor, Mrs. ——as one 
of the best of people, she labors 
hard, clothes her children well 
and sends them to school. How 
pretty they look, four of them 
with their testaments in thet 
hands as they go by, and I knov 
she ofien prays with them alone. 
She does her best, and goes @ 
church every sabbath, and I hare 
often heard her speak of sin, 4 
how far she was from being ® 
she ought to be. Can you ve 
lieve it, I no sooner mention 
her name, when I was answer 


was there would not be sv 
company in her house 2s en 
| often is in the evenings.” *° 
you must know her husband 154 
very bad: and violent man, an 





‘what can the woman do 


*‘ She is none of the best: if she 
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will have his own company, and 
[ have seen her have many cry- 
ing seasons on the account, but 
why should we condemn and 
cut her off from charity for what 
she cannot help? Many pious 
women have such husbands, and 
must submit to what they can- 
not prevent. Now what plea- 
sure could there be in such hints 
about an honest women. For 
my own part [ went home and 
prayed for her, and sent her a 
loaf of bread, for her pretty chil- 
dren. 

[ will tell you another thing. 
I told them I was much pleased, 
with the sermon our minister 
preached the last sabbath, in the 
afternoon. It was onthe duty 
ef Christians to live above the 
world, and I wished we might 
think and say something on that 
subject in our present visit. 
When I was answered * it is 
one.thing to say and another to 
do; neither do I think him one 
ofthe best.” Was not this un- 
kind to our minister to treat his 
character so? But I do not tell 
you all that was said, for we 
picked the coats of all our best 
people well. Now, Mr. Editor, I 
tannot see the good that comes 
from all this, and do not know 
that itis any better than to talk 
about fashions and other idle 
things, 

It does not look to me like 
What Christ said, “ thou hypo- 
erite, first cast the beam out of 
— own eye, and then shalt 

U see clearly to cast out the 
Mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 

ou will excuse me, but it seems 
eng one of the most common 
infindin ery to spend our time 

: § fault with other people. 
nt justify idle discourse, 
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meet ; but is there not some 
better way than what I have told 
you. And another thing I had 
almost forgot, it often makes 
bad blood, and the last time I 
went, the company came very 
near quarelling about a person 
whom none of us knew. To be 
always at home makes my spi- 
rits low, and cannot you tell us 
of what we ought to speak. If 
you will, as I take your work 
every month, I- will send it to 
my neighbours. 
With great respect, 
I remain, 


JERUSHA P D. 





REMARKS. 

The sincerity discoverable in 
the preceding letter merits at- 
tention ; especially, as it appears 
to have been written from a 
heart, pained by the indiscreet 
discourse of people, who thought 
themselves to be Christians and 
friends of religion. She is no 
advocate for dissipated company, 
nor for the airy throng, where 
vanity of every kind and degree 
furnishes a subject. She seems 
well to have remembered that 
“every idle word shall be 
brought into judgment,” only 
wishing for that pure and honest 
conversation which ministers to 
godliness, That perpetual so- 
litude is gloomy she hath a 
thousand witnesses on her side. 
She does not desire to tie the 
tongues of her companions to 
perpetual silence, only to limit 
them to proper subjects, and es- 
pecially to restrain them from 


‘that-kind of defamation, which 


is spoken under pretence of so- 
briety, and introduced with if 
and dutes and athousand mean 
innuendoes that are cruel as the 
assassin’s knife. 

i 3] 
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But must we never judge? 
and may we never speak after 
we have judged? Yes, under 
certain circumstances we may 
do both, but never either at ran- 
dom. The good woman , hath 
learned the rule. Feel your own 
imperfections, “ and judge not 
least ye be judged.” © First 
cast out the beam out of thine 
own eye, and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast out the mote out 
of thy brother’s eye.” Judge and 
condemn, only on the most as- 
sured evidence = judge only 
where it is thy right to judge, 
for all people and all Christians 
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Visiling circle is rarely the pro- 
per place to pronounce sentence. 
How frail are Ciiristians ! and 
how often they err in this mat- 
ter ! 

Mrs. P——d enquires, can- 
not you tell us of what we ought 


phd | have neither right nor capacity 
ie te . ° : 
i Ay i ; to judge in all things = and when 
pris 3 thou hast judged both rightfully 
oma and correctly, remember that a 
C8 ub 8 
ae 


ha to speak ? Unquestionably this 
eG is a more easy task than to res- 

iy train the tongues of those with 

ie te whom she has visited. | She has 
Miah ae told us one thing herself, “some- 
ri ae thing and some means for living 
ue above the world,” would certain- 
4 i 7 ly put a stop to such discourse, 
bid Bi and prevent creating scandal 
ere ie where no cause exists. There 
2) a are innumerable subjects of con- 
4 au versation, on moral and religious 
* bes duties, proper for those, who 








Wish to avoid vanity. All the 























to works of nature, in their infinite 
ia variety 3 ail the works of Provi- 
ar | dence, both to ourselves and 


others, with the instruction they 
og contain ; especially, the word of 
ble am Gad, its doctrines, its precepts, 

f, the duties it enjoins, the way of 
‘salvation through the grace of 
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God in Christ, the rules for a 
Christian life, the end of a Chris. 
tian and sinful practice, with the 
glorious hopes of the saints. 
all furnish improving subjects 
of discourse. But I would par- 
ticularly recommend to such 
companies as Mrs. P41 des. 
cribes that on their first comin 

together, they would remember 
they are themselves frail and 
sinning creatures ; also asa pre. 
face to their discourse, that they 


'read the third Chapter of the 


epistle of James, from the fifth 
to the twelfth verse, which be- 
gins thus, “ Even so the tongue 
is a little member and boasteth 
great things. Behold ! how 
great a matter a little fire kind 
leth,” &c. &e. 
EDpITor. 
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EXTRACTEDFROM THE ADVISER 


Letter from the Rev. Joseph 
Badger to the Rev. Dr. Morse. 


Boston, February 22, 180%. 
Drar Sir, 


HAVING been in this te 
gion for a considerable time, for 
the purpose of soliciting aid to 
the mission among the Wyan- 
dot Indians, and having found 
many liberal friends for its sup” 
port, (notwithstanding the ¢l* 
tressing situation of our coun 
try,) it will doubtless be pleas 
ing to those who wish for the 
propagation of Christian knowl 
edge, and civil improvem:t™ 
among our red brethren, 
have a short account of the pia” 
of the Wyandot mission. 

The plan adopted by 4 


—_ a —«_ a oY bal 
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Western Missionary Society, 
has been to unite religious and 
moral instruction, schooling of 


their children in the English 


language, and agriculture, so 
as torender them auxilliary to 
each other. For this purpose, 
the mission was furnished with 
ateam of two horses, two yoke 
of oxen, ploughs, chains, &c. 
‘Two laboring men are employ- 
ed to assist the Indian people in 
fencing, ploughing, raising of 
corn and other kinds of grain ; 
and to aid them in building com- 
fortable houses. They are also 
tocultivate a missionary farm, 
on which beef, pork, bread, 
corn, and all kinds of vegetables 
are to be raised, necessary for 
the comfort and support of the 
missionary family and Indian 
School. Religious instruction 
is to be given them statedly on 
the Lord’s day, and occasional- 
ly on other days by the Mission- 
ary; a school-house is to be 
erected, with the other build- 
ings, convenient for the mis- 
sionary family ; and the Indian 
children to be fed, clothed, and 
lodged at the expense of the 
Society. : 

The plan has been prosecuted 
with good success, for the time, 
although greatly opposed by in- 
imical traders. The buildings 
have been erected; the Indian 
ficlds have been enlarged and 
several of the men have learned 
to plough their own’ ground, 
and enter into the spirit of farm- 
Ng IN proportion to their 
means. The difficulty of get- 


Ung farming tools, renders their. 


Progress slow. Plough irons 
and other kinds of Smith work, 
“annot be procured within the 
distance of 100 miles. To re- 
Move this difficulty, and forward 
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agriculture among the natives ; 
it has become an object, to es- 
tablish a blacksmith under the 
direction of the Missionary So- 
clety. 

About twenty acres of excel- 
lent ground has been fenced by 
the Jaborers, and the last season 
improved for corn, oats, flax, 
potatoes, turnips, &c. And a 
large garden, ‘well cultivated, 
producing plentifully the various 
roots, melons, squashes, cu- 
cumbers, peas, beans, &c. for 
the use of the family and 
school. Beef and pork are also 
raised in plenty. ‘The mission- 
ary stock of cattle consisted, 
(when I left Sandusky, in Octo- 
ber.)of twenty-six head ; among 
which, were five oxen, and nine 
cows. The missionary family 
and Indians have now no way of 
breaking their corn for bread, 
but in a large mortar, or asmall 
hand mill. They are calcula- 
ting to build an horse mill the 
ensuing spring ; so that the sué- 
stantial means of supporting the 
missionary famiJy and Indian 
school, now in a flourishing state, 
may be furnished from the farm. 

The friends of Zion will re- 
joice to hear, that the Wyandot 
tribe, for more than three years 
have kept their engagements, 
not to make use of any strong 
drink. In that time I have not 
seen an instance of intoxication 
among them ; although the tra- 
ders have kept spirituous liquors 
constantly for sale in their vicin- 
ity. 
Many of them listen to preach- 
ing, and a smal] number have 
hopefully embraced the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

I hope in some future com- 
munication to give a more mi- 
nute history of the rise and pro- 
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gress of the Wyandot mission. 
The salvation of the heathen, is 
so fully brought into view in 
scripture prophecy, that it is ar- 
dently requested of the friends 
of Zion to pray for the accom- 
plishment of such a glorious 
event. , 
I am your affectionate friend 
and humble servant, 
JOSEPH BADGER. 


a 3S Sa 


Extract af Letter fromthe Rev. 
J. S. Huber, Minister of a Re- 
formed, or Calvinistic Congre- 
gation in the German Colonies, 
near the Wolga, in the Russian 
Empire, dated Catharinanstadt, 
the 8th of December, 1807. 


« IN the German colonies, 
near the Wolga, there are six- 
teen Protestant clergymen, and 
nine Roman Catholic priests, of 
the order of the Jesuits. The 
number of the settlements a- 
mounts to about 100 ; that of 
families to 12,000; and the whole 
population to upwards. of 40,000 
individuals. I have been. here 
since the 10th of October, and 
found plenty of work. Blessed 
be God, the people love his word! 
The litde tracts which I had 
with me were received, I might 
almost say scized upon, with an 
eagerness. you have no idea of. 
Oh, my. brethren ! had I but the 
crumbs that fall from your ta- 
bles! Books are excessively dear 
inour parts. Alas | we have no 


such booksellers as you have. | 


and are very scantily. supplied 
with Bibles ; but to my great 
satisfaction, I hear that this want 


will be relieved by the generous |: 


donation of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society. 


Ah? had I bat a small print- 
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ing press, I should immediately 
set about learning the art 4 
printing ! Even if I could prin 
but an A BC book, I might 

a deal of good ; for our present 

spelling-book is of the mos 

wretched sort, and yet costs 95 

copecks. Qur schools are in, 

deplorable situation, and good 

books are ararity. I haveal. 

ready composed several tracts; 

but cannot print them at my 

own expense. Oh ! that a friend 

of God would interest himself 

in this cause, which is really not 

my own, but the Lord’s. When 

| first came to my present situa 

tion, I found not even a school- 

master ; but, thanks be to God, 

I have succeeded in procuring 

good man; for I could not have 
answered it before God and my 

conscience, to let the children of 
my people rove about in sucha 

state of ignorance and neglect. 

“ The principles of modem 
infidelity are happily unknown 
amongst us. ‘Fhe people are 
attached to their Bibles, andto 
such ministers as preach the 
word of reconciliation. When 
[ travel about in the colonics 
the people are rejoiced to hears 
sermon. In some weekdays! 
have preached three or fou 
times. Truly, the harvest 
great, and § delight in my work. 
Drunkenness is the chief vice 
which prevails among our colo- 
nists. Formerly, many of theif 
own ministers set them a Very 
‘bad example in this respects 
but, at present, most of the cle™ 
gymen are worthy, and evangell- 
cal characters. 

“ Oh ! that I could feed the 
hungry multitude more pleol 
‘fully ! Brethren, I repeat wy 
application, assist me 10 this 





. good work |” 
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This letter was addressed by 
Mr. Huber to his religious 
friends in Germany and Swit- 
zerland, and sent over to this 
country by arespectable gentle- 
man in Altona, with the follow- 
ing remark = 

« Mr. J. S. Huber is person- 
ally known to us as a very excel- 
lent and amiable character. He 
deserves the attention of our 
Christian friends inEngland, A 
donation of theirs might greatly 
assist him in carrying his bene- 
yolent views into execution.— 
[Apply to the Rev. Mr. Stein- 
kopiff, Savoy, London.) . 

[ Phil. Intel. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY—AFRICA. 


Tue Journal of the Missiona- 
ties Andersonand Jantz, at Klaar 
Water, on the north of the 
Great River, from October 1807 
to March 1808, has lately been 
received ; from which we make 
the following extract : 

“ The attendance on our 
preaching, especially on the 
sabbath day, is still pleasing but 
we have not lately perceived any 
powerful work among the care- 
Jess and unconverted : our la- 
bors seem to be most blessed in 
building up those who have be- 
lieved through grace. 

_ “ October 26, &c. The follow- 
ing persons, after giving a satis- 
fac tory account of their conver- 
Sion to God, have been received 
into the church by baptism: 
Piet Pienard and Piet Goejeman, 
Our two interpreters ; Andries 

Vaterboer, a young man who 
has acquired a good knowledge 
of the Bible, and who has dis- 
linguished himself above all our 
people in receiving instruction ; 
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Old Barend; Old Solomon Kok, 
Jan Mechiel, Jan Kok, Willem 
Fortuyn, and his wife Mary 
Dorothea, Nicholas Barend, and 
Klaas Barend. Afterwards were 
baptized Adam Barlie, Peter Da- 
vid, Hendrick Hendricks, Fryn 
Prins, Eva Barend (the wife of 
Klaas Barend) Old Griet Barend, 
now called Afargarette, and Sa- 
rah Pomer. 

‘‘ This commencement to form 
a church from among the hea- 
then in the remote part of the 
world, will, we hope, be accom- 
panied with a special blessing 
from the great Head of the 
church ; so that we may yet see 
greater. things than these, and 
our latter end be made greatly 
to increase. 

“« December 25. According 
to the custom of the Dutch 
church, the death of our dear 
Redeemer was comrmemorated. 
Brother Anderson preached from 
Luke ii. 8—15, and served at the 
table. The service was solemn; 
and we experienced some agree- 
able exercises of mind, which 
none will wonder at, if they place 
themselves for a moment In our 
situation, or consider that after 
sojourning for so long a time 
in this wilderness without this 
ordinance, we had now an oppor- 
tunity to celebrate the death of 
our gracious Lord. 

“ We have lately lost a very 
useful woman, whose name was 
Old Dortje : her father was an 
European: she was baptized 
when a child; and could read 
and write. When brothers An- 
derson and Kramer came here, 
they found five whom she had 
taught to spell. A few weeks 
before her illness she was re- 
ceived a member of our infant 





charch. She found much sup- 
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port in ber dying hours. She 


was zbout 45 yearsof age: she 
was remarkably useful among us 
with ber needle, and as a mid- 
wife. She was highly esteemed, 









| sles (which have ereatly preva. 
ed) on the 12th of December, 
The Births and Deathz mn 1807, 
have been az followe: 
Male. Female. Tot, 





i 2 23 22 45 
and is greatly lamented. It is | Brntss. 7 ‘ 
remzrkable, that her husband Deatus, 17 20 ST 
died of the small pox in Sep- Of the above, 6 died of th 
tember lest, and she of the mea- smail-pox, and 4 of the measics. 

—_—_—_———_—_— 
POETRY. 
Hope. 


BEST inmate of spirits refin’d* 
By tender and severless ties, 

In birth with this spirit entwin’d, 
Immortal till this gain the skies. 


Blest plant of Gethsemane’s ground ° 
The earnest of pardon and peace ; 

Sole healer of sins’ deadly wound, 
And root of contentment and bliss. 


The author, protector and friend, 
Of all Gop calls virtue in man ; 

The source of all joy in his end, 
Of pleasure in life’s little span. 


Our solace in sorrow and wo, 
The zest of all joys we approve ; 
e soul of our comfort below, 
The earnest of all that’s above. 


Its origin, union of will, 


With Jesus, and faith in his bloed, 
Its safety his word to fulfil, 
Its basis the oath of a Gop. 


No sorrows nor fears can control, 


So cheerful the heart where it reigns ; 


No murmurs escape from the soul, 
So grateful that soul tho’ in chains. 


From lust and corruption is free, 
The heart on its pinions upborne ; 

And thee, dazzling world, even thee, 
‘Hope flees as the shadows the morn. 
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Extinct by its beams brighter glow, 
The glare of thy grandeur so grac’d ; 

By transports its prospects bestow, 
Thy beauty and glory effac’d. 


It soars to etherial plains, 
In verdure eternal array’d, 
Where Jesus in majesty reigns, 
To realms, peace and pleasure pervade.. 


To empire unbounded and free, 
Where truth, love and virtue control, 
Fo life’s ever fruit-yielding tree, 
To Gop of all being, the soul. 


To songs sweet as angels can boast, 
To joys no expression can reach ; 

To union with Gop’s mighty host, 
To lore deep as Jesus can teach. 


Intent on this ravishing scene, 

This fulness of greatness and bliss ; 
Hope sits a refiner from sin, 

And man meets th’ GopHEAp in peace. 


Views death with a grief less’ning tear, 
The grave with no terror oppress’d ; 
Sees worlds rush on worlds, without fear, 

And hears his last doom seli-possess’d. 


Blest Christian ! above seraph blest! 
Emotions like these he ne’er knew ; 
The raptures of Hope fly his breast, 


Grace—grace has reserv’d them for you! 








FOR THE CONNECTICUT MAGAZINE, 


Mr. Eprror, 


THE following lines were written by a young Lady, a native 
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of Hartford, early in the spring of 1807, and left with one of her 
friends as she was about to leave the place. If the strain of piety | 
that pervades them, renders the piece worth preserving, you are 

at liberty to publish it in your useful Magazine. 


The Farewell. 


WHY sinks my heart, sweet cherub Spring, 


To meet thy lov’d return? 


While every Bard thy beauties sing, 


Shall I thosé beauties mourn ? 
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No,...though thou bidst me hie away, 
From scenes to me so dear, 

I must not wish thy long delay, 
Or greet thee with a tear. 


All nature sighs for thy embrace, 
And hails tny op’ning charms.... 

The slightest beamings of thy face, 
The coldest bosom warms. 


Come then, and soothe chill pen’ry’s woes, 
Come wake the poet’s lyre, 

And those that love the Great First Cause, 
With new delight inspire. 


And tho’ dear friends, my sadden’d heart 
To early friendship true, 

Shrinks from the destin’d hour to part, 
And dreads the long adieu ; 


Yet He who bids the leafless trees, 
Their swelling buds unclose, 
Opes the sweet lily to the breeze, 

And scents the blushing rose ; 


HE too, directs my humble way, 
Beneath his care I roam, 

I bow before his sov’reign sway, 
And seek a distant home. 


Oh, let us “ worship at his feet,’’’ 
And his rich grace implore 

For this sweet hope....one day to meet 
Where farewells are no more ! 


Me « «: 
——D 3; 


1809. Donation to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
March 14. Rev. Erastus Ripley, contributed in new settlements 9 10 6 


Donations of Books to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


By the Rev. Doctor Trumbull, 100 Religious Tracts. 
By Wethersfield Female Cent Society, 200 Religious Tracts. 


Ean 


_ WOTE—The Editor gratefully acknowledges the favor of those, Wi 
have given an account for publication, of the pater of reli ion in theit 
several places, These narratives have refreshed the hearts of many p')’ 
ing Christians: If many others, who have it in their power to make sil 
- ea way en would do it speedily they will have the thanks ¢ 
sare te hope for the coming of or Lord, in the day of his gly” 








